4 August, 2026

Stakeholder consultation on the draft regional environmental management plan for the Area of the North-west Pacific Ocean: with a focus on cobalt-rich ferromanganese crust and polymetallic nodule resources and habitats

Background 
During its meeting in July 2025, the Council of the International Seabed Authority (the “Authority”) adopted the standardized procedure for the for the development, establishment and review of regional environmental management plans (REMPs), including a template for all REMPs (hereafter, the “standardized procedure”, ISBA/30/C/21). In its decision adopting the standardized procedure, the Council requested the Legal and Technical Commission (the “Commission”) to advance its work on the development, establishment and review of REMPs, with a view to recommending to the Council new REMPs for priority areas where there are currently exploration contracts, taking into account exploration or exploitation activities and the best available scientific information (ISBA/30/C/20). 
The process leading to the development of the draft REMP for the Area of the North-west Pacific Ocean (the “draft REMP”) started in 2018 and has followed the steps as outlined in the standardized procedure. The Authority has organized four expert workshops, three of which focused on the scientific aspects of REMP development. For these workshops, a data report and regional environmental characterization were prepared and updated for each workshop. A further workshop was held in 2026, focusing on the proposed management measures and priorities for implementation. The data report, regional environmental characterization and workshop reports are available on the webpage of the Authority  Northwest Pacific - International Seabed Authority. 
Following the expert process as outlined above, the Commission formulated the draft REMP, taking into consideration the outcomes from the four workshops. The draft REMP applies the template as contained in the annex of the standardized procedure. During its meeting in July 2026, the Commission decided to release the draft REMP for a State and stakeholder consultation, in line with Section III. F of the standardized procedure. 
II. Submission of Comments
States and stakeholders are invited to participate in the consultation, which will start from 5 August and end on 3 November, 2026.  
To ensure that your comments are given due consideration, please send them by e-mail to OSER@isa.org.jm, at your earliest convenience but no later than 3 November, 2026.  Please include the subject line: “Consultation _draft REMP”. 
When submitting comments, please adhere to the following guidance as much as possible:
a. Please use the template when submitting comments. For specific comments and textual proposals, please reference the line and page numbers as indicated in the draft REMP. 
b. For information of States and stakeholders, the template includes exploratory notes on the structure and general content of the draft REMP, as outlined in the Standardized procedure (ISBA/30/C/21). The template also includes guiding questions for which comments are invited. 
c. Please provide all comments in writing and in an MS Word .doc or .docx format. 
d. The table format allows for an unlimited number of comments to be added. To add more comments, you may add more rows or space. 
e. Please provide full contact information for the individual/Government/organization submitting the comments. 
f. Please avoid commenting on issues related to format, grammar, spelling or punctuation, unless it affects the overall meaning of the text, as the document will be formatted and edited when the final draft is prepared by the Commission. 
g. To facilitate the revision process please be as specific as possible in your comments. In areas where you feel additional or alternative text or information is required, please suggest what this text may look like or what information should be included. 
h. Text may be copied from the draft REMP into the table if stakeholders wish to use "track changes" in editing text (this is encouraged to ensure accuracy and avoid numbering errors). 
III. Next steps
Following the consultation, the comments will be compiled by the Secretariat for the consideration of the Commission, in line with Section IV. A of the standardized procedure.
All review comments will be posted on the website of the Authority, unless otherwise requested by the submitting entity. 
IV. Contact 
Should you have any questions regarding the consultation process, please contact OSER@isa.org.jm.
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Stakeholder consultation on the draft regional environmental management plan for the Area of the North-west Pacific Ocean: with a focus on cobalt-rich ferromanganese crust and 
polymetallic nodule resources and habitats
Template for submission of comments 

I. Contact information 
	Surname
	Given name 
	Email 
	Country
	Government (if applicable) 
	Organization (if applicable) 
	Regional group (if applicable) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



II. General comments
Explanatory notes
Sates and stakeholders are encouraged to consider the following guiding question in preparing their comments: 
· How do you consider the level of detail of the draft REMP, while avoiding being too prescriptive 
· How do you consider the management measures and their ability to achieve the overarching environmental goal and objectives in the draft REMP



   
	Topic  
	General comments

	(e,g. Level of detail) 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



III. Specific comments 

A. Introduction and background
Explanatory notes 
As set out in the Standardized Procedure, this section of the draft REMP sets the scene for the regional environmental management plan, providing the background to the plan in enough detail for a reader to form an overall impression of the scope of the plan. 
It should include a short description of the regional environmental management plan, including its overarching environmental goals and objectives, policy, legal and administrative context, a summary of scientific and management expert deliberations and the data report and regional environmental characterization produced, the region covered by the plan and the mineral resources under consideration in the plan.  

	Paragraph number 
	Line number 
	Specific comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



B. Goals and objectives
Explanatory notes 
The overarching environmental goal and objectives are set out in paragraph 6 of the standardized procedure.  Such overarching environmental goal and objectives should be reproduced as drafted for each regional environmental management plan (Annex to the Standardized Procedure). Region-specific environmental objectives, if appropriate, will be developed from the overarching goal and objectives.
	Paragraph number 
	Line number 
	Specific comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



C. Geographical scope 
Explanatory notes 
As set out in the Standardized Procedure, this section should include information on the geographical scope of the area covered under the regional environmental management plan, including the following:
· Describe the data and information used for developing the definition of the region, including the rationale. This will include summarizing the main data on bathymetry, geomorphology, biogeography and oceanography. 
· Provide the geographical coordinates and water depths of the regional environmental management plan region. 
· Provide a map that shows: 
· Boundaries of the regional environmental management plan in the Area; 
· Contract areas and reserved areas.

	Paragraph number 
	Line number 
	Specific comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



D. Regional Setting
Explanatory notes 
As set out in the Standardized Procedure, this section should include a summary of the information compiled in the regional environmental characterization and the data report, without repeating detailed information already presented in those background reports. This section will be supported by maps and geographic information system files, including available information on the following categories:
· Environmental characteristics, including physicochemical characteristics, geological characteristic, biological characteristics, natural stressors.
· Information on human activities in the region including mineral resource related activities, fisheries, cables, other anthropogenic stressors, and cultural heritage and interests
· Description of knowledge gaps
· Designations and management systems in the region
States and stakeholders are encouraged to consider the following guiding question when preparing their comments: 
· Is there supplementary information on regional setting, which is not included in the data report and regional environmental characterisation[footnoteRef:1] and relevant to management measures or other sections of the draft REMP?  [1:  The data report and regional environmental characterisation are available on ISA website Northwest Pacific - International Seabed Authority] 


	Paragraph number 
	Line number 
	Specific comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



E. Management measures 
Explanatory notes 
As set out in the Standardized Procedure, this section of the draft REMP should include area-based management tools and other management measures to be applied at the regional scale (as well as at the scale of contract areas, if appropriate).  This will include descriptions of key elements and analyses carried out in formulating management, as well as the management outcomes for the area-based management tools. This section of the draft REMP describes details of area-based management tools and management measures that are not area-based, including:  
For area-based management: 
· Location, coordinates and size of areas and sites of particular environmental interest and other area-based management tools. In addition to descriptive text, maps should be provided. 
· Reasons for the designation of each area or site of particular environmental interest. 
· Management measures imposed on mineral resource-related activities by the Authority for each specific area-based management tool.
For non-spatial management: 
· Temporal management
· Other management measures, if any
States and stakeholders are invited to consider the following guiding questions when preparing their comments: 
· How do you consider the performance of the overall APEI network proposed in achieving the overarching environmental goal and objectives as set out in the Standardized Procedure?
· How do you consider the ecological network design criteria used for the identification of the proposed APEIs?
· How do you consider the environmental proxies and data used to support the application of the ecological network design criteria? 
· How do you consider the distance separation (paragraphs 88 and 89 of the draft REMP) for maintaining the integrity of the proposed APEIs? 
	Paragraph number 
	Line number 
	Specific comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






F. Regional monitoring
Explanatory notes 
As set out in the Standardized Procedure, this section of the draft REMP should include: 
· A description of the main knowledge gaps in the design of the regional environmental management plan, and priorities identified for environmental research and/or monitoring that will address these gaps; 
· Measures for monitoring the state of the environment and/or potential changes in a specific region that can be used to evaluate whether regional management measures are performing effectively in meeting management objectives. 
This section provides a description of what is needed for regional monitoring from a scientific and technical perspective, taking into account the overarching goal and objectives of the regional environmental management plan. The implementation of regional monitoring will depend on regional circumstances and available resources. Member States and stakeholders are encouraged to cooperate through the Authority to support regional research and monitoring.

	Paragraph number 
	Line number 
	Specific comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




G. Review of progress in the implementation of the regional environmental management plan

	Paragraph number 
	Line number 
	Specific comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Annex A. Network Statistics  [Provide your general comments here] 





Annex B. Description of individual APEIs 
States and stakeholders are invited to consider the following guiding questions when preparing their comments: 
· Do you have additional information or data on the APEIs proposed? 
· Is there any proposed modification to the design of individual APEIs? 

	The number of the APEI (as in Annex B) you are commenting on 
	Specific comments on the APEI 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



