
Friends of the President Proposal for Draft Regulation 44ter

Brief summary of intersessional work
Germany facilitated the Friends of the President group during the intersessional period after the July 2025 meeting. The draft Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives were previously contained in DR13 (see ISBA/28/C/CRP.4) but then moved into a standalone DR44ter to streamline DR13 (see ISBA/29/C/CRP.1). Using the text from ISBA/29/C/CRP.1, Germany integrated all written submissions received by the Secretariat during 2024 and invited further written submissions by late September 2025. The group then held an online meeting in mid-October; Germany invited additional submissions by late October and circulated a revised draft by mid-November 2025. 
The text below represents the outcome of the intersessional discussions and contains bracketed language where divergent views remain. The draft reflects compromises where such accommodations proved possible. It does not incorporate every comment received, nor does it constitute agreement by all members of the group. Rather, it represents our best effort to capture, to the greatest extent feasible, the views expressed by delegations.
Some details in paragraph 4 have been placed in brackets as one delegation suggested such details of the environmental objectives could be moved into a Standard. It is suggested that these elements be retained in DR 44ter for the time being, pending the development of a relevant draft Standard. 
Discussions indicated a preference for the Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives to focus on environmental considerations rather than specific mineral deposits. 
Friends of the President Group on DR 44ter (Germany) 	26 November 2025

During the intersessional discussions, DR44ter received widespread, but not universal support, with at least one delegation preferring not to include DR44ter in the regulations. The Friends of the President group concentrated their efforts on developing language for DR 44ter, and as a result, did not discuss the possible integration of the Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives into policy instruments. It is noted, though, that some delegations voiced a preference for capturing the Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives in a policy document.
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Regulation 44 ter 			
Environmental Goals and Objectives
1.	In performing their roles and obligations [under the Convention, the Agreement, and all relevant rules, regulations and procedures of the Authority,] [under these Regulations] [in relation to exploitation] Contractors, the Enterprise, the Authority and its organs, and Sponsoring States shall be guided by the Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives, set out in this regulation. 
2. 	The Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives in this Regulation contribute to ensuring the effective protection for the marine environment from harmful effects that may arise from activities in the Area, in accordance with Article 145 of the Convention.
3. 	The Strategic Environmental Goal is to conserve and sustain ecosystem integrity of the Marine Environment.
4.	The Strategic Environmental Objectives are to: 
(a) Prevent loss of biological diversity, [including but not limited to genetic, species or functional diversity, habitat or community types, and structural complexity]; 
(b) Maintain the ability of populations to replenish themselves, [including but not limited to ensuring population connectivity and the preservation of suitable habitat]; 
(c) Prevent significant changes in the distribution, abundance, behaviour or productivity of species; 
(d) [Alt 1. Prevent further risk to] [Alt 2. Protect] [Alt.3 Prevent further deterioration of] endangered or threatened species or populations of said species, including those for which the conservation status is unknown;
(e) Prevent the degradation of ecosystem functions and ecosystem services [including but not limited to carbon sequestration] [, recognising that many ecosystem services are yet to be discovered];
(f) Prevent contamination by pollutants, damage to species, or other harmful effects to the Marine Environment during any phase of the mining process;
(f.ALT) Prevent pollution and minimize risks posed by pollutants, especially those that may damage species or cause other harmful effects to the Marine Environment, including the coastline [during any phase of the mining process];
(g) Prevent, reduce and mitigate adverse effects on air and water quality as well as significant changes in the atmosphere, climate and weather patterns, the terrestrial environment, or the Marine Environment;
(h) Maintain resilience to prevent regime shift and to support recovery from Environmental Effects, including Cumulative Environmental Effects, including but not limited to those resulting from mining and climate change, that can affect source populations and communities, connectivity corridors, life-history patterns and species distributions; 
(i) Prevent any risks that will undermine the protection and conservation of the natural resources of the Area and the prevention of damage to the species of the Marine Environment;
(i.ALT) Protect and conserve the natural resources of the Area and prevent, reduce and mitigate damage to the species of the Marine Environment;
(j) Prevent degradation of special biological, scientific, archaeological, or historical significance of the Area or the Marine Environment. This shall include the preservation of vulnerable and unique marine ecosystems;
(k) Prevent harmful effects from drilling, dredging, excavation, disposal of waste, construction and operation or maintenance of installations, pipelines or other devices related to activities in the Area.
5.	The Council shall ensure that the Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives pursuant to this Regulation are operationalized through region-specific environmental objectives [and measures] including in Regional Environmental Management Plans. 
6. 	[The Council shall ensure that the Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives pursuant to this Regulation and the region-specific environmental objectives pursuant to paragraph 5 are further operationalised through environmental thresholds, developed pursuant to Regulations 45(2) and 94.]
7.	Contractors, applicants, the Enterprise, [the Council, the Commission and sponsoring States] as applicable, shall ensure that a [proposed] Plan of Work reflects [and contributes to] the achievement of the Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 4 as well as the relevant region-specific environmental objectives pursuant to paragraph 5. 
8.	[The Authority shall keep its [Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives and] region-specific environmental goals and objectives under periodic review and ensure amendments to reflect advances in scientific research and knowledge, technology, and new contributions from Indigenous Peoples and [from] local communities. Where the [Strategic Environmental Goal and Objectives or] region-specific environmental goals and objectives are revised, the Commission shall: 
(a) inform Contractors, the Enterprise and Sponsoring States and discuss whether any modification of a Plan of Work is required pursuant to Regulation 57; and 
(b) recommend to the Council any necessary amendments to other relevant instruments.]

Schedule 
“Ecosystem Integrity” means the ability of an ecosystem to support and maintain ecological processes and a diverse community of organisms. It is measured as the degree to which a diverse community of native organisms is maintained, and is used as a proxy for ecological resilience, intended as the capacity of an ecosystem to adapt in the face of stressors, while maintaining the functions of interest. 
“Strategic Environmental Goal” means the goal pursuant to Regulation 44ter(3).
“Strategic Environmental Objectives” means the objectives pursuant to Regulation 44ter(4).  


