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Regulation 31
Accommodation of activities in the Area and in the marine environment

1. [bookmark: _Hlk125933225]Contractors shall, consistent with any applicable Standards and taking into consideration the Guidelines, carry out activities under an Exploitation Contract with reasonable regard for other activities in the Marine Environment, in accordance with Article 147 of the Convention. 

2. A Contractor shall exercise due diligence in identifying current and planned uses or activities in the Marine Environment transiting, overlapping, or proximate to the Contract Area through publicly available data and resources and any other reasonable means, including but not limited to marine scientific research, fishing, navigation, and activities to ensure effective protection for the Marine Environment. Where the relevant other activities involve competent international, regional, or sectoral bodies, the Authority shall, in conjunction with member States, cooperate with such bodies and, where possible, coordinate activities in the Marine Environment.

Regulation 31 bis
Reducing risks of damage to submarine cables and pipelines

1. The Contractor shall take all necessary measures to reduce the risks of damage to submarine cables or pipelines, including, as appropriate, through:

(a) Coordinating with relevant Stakeholders and international, regional or sectoral bodies for, or operators of, submarine cables or pipelines in the Marine Environment, including through conducting consultations in line with Regulation 93 bis;
(b) Complying with measures the Contractor has agreed with the operators of submarine cables or pipelines in the Contract Area to reduce the risk of damage to any in-service or planned submarine cables and pipelines;
(c) Identifying current and planned uses or activities relating to submarine cables or pipelines in the Marine Environment transiting or proximate to the Contract Area through publicly or commercially available data and resources;
(d) Promoting information sharing of Exploitation activities; and
(e) Other measures in accordance with the applicable Standards, and taking into consideration the Guidelines.

2. Nothing in these Regulations shall affect the rights and obligations of States pertaining to submarine cables and pipelines under the Convention, including Articles 87, 112 and 113 of the Convention.
