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• Excellencies,   

• Madam ISA SG Reis de Carvalho 

• Ladies and Gentlemen  

       Good morning! 

• I have the honour to join you all this morning and to deliver these 

remarks on behalf of my PR, H.E Ambassador Filipo Tarakinikini who 

had wanted to be here, but due to prior commitments is unable to do 

so as he is currently abroad. 

 

mailto:mission@fijiprun.org


2 
 

• First and foremost, I must thank His Excellency Ambassador Gafoor, 

for hosting us here, a venue we all know very well, someone told me 

it’s the headquarters for small states! 

• I wish to also recognize and thank fellow co-sponsors, Her Excellency 

Ambassador Meli of Malta, and of course someone I know and a 

good friend Her Excellency Ambassador Spencer of Jamaica.  

• Fiji conveys its condolences and solidarity with the people of 

Jamaica, as you recover from this devastation, a challenge that many 

small island developing states share and who are being at the 

forefront of climate change devastation. 

• I wish to also thank the ISA SG and your Secretariat team organizing 

this workshop likewise to all panelists and attendees. 

• On the same note, I wish to also join the international community in 

acknowledging the inaugural commemoration of the International Day 

of the Deep Seabed on 1 November 2025, one that we have 

partnered together closely in its approval. 

• The commemoration this week, comes at was a critical time, one that 

enables us to pay respect to all those who have started the journey 

since UNCLOS, the establishment of the ISA through Fiji’s very own 

Ambassador Satendra Nandan, our host country - Jamaica, those 
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that had worked tirelessly before, including now and most importantly 

how we need to sustain and enhance this work into the future.  

• This is why this workshop today is timely and important. 

Excellencies, and Colleagues, 

• As we count down towards the entry into force of the BBNJ 

Agreement, I invite us to reflect on how far we have come as State 

Parties, and as stakeholders who are committed to sustainably 

manage, conserve and protect the ocean through the BBNJ and the 

other related instruments.  

• The guiding questions for this workshop are critical to provide clarity 

on the work of the ISA and the BBNJ secretariat to ensure seamless 

and a complementary approach towards addressing the common 

objectives they have.  

• For the purposes of this workshop, I wish to highlight three important 

components that we can pursue together in our obligation to both the 

ISA and the BBNJ.  

• Firstly, I wish to encourage us to dialogue more such as this 

workshop to explore systematic ways within the provisions of the 

Agreements to strengthen and provide clarity on the roles.  
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We have a diverse range of stakeholders including State Parties, 

IO’s, CSOs, academia, dialogue partners, financial institutions that 

we need to also engage.  

• Secondly, I wish to reiterate the importance of collaboration between 

the Secretariats of the Agreements. The ISA which already has an 

established Secretariat and a dedicated staff and the BBNJ, which in 

the interim DOALOS. As State parties, we envisage with the ISA SG 

that both the Secretariats to work collaboratively on your respective 

mandates.   

• Lastly, I wish to emphasize and remind us of our obligation and 

commitment to upholding the rule of law, with the objective of 

conserving and sustainably managing the resources in the Area 

consistent with  UNCLOS, the 1994 Agreement and the BBNJ. 

• To conclude, I wish to again thank Ambassador Gafoor for his 

hospitality, to the co-sponsors the Permanent Representatives of 

Jamaica and the Republic of Malta for availing your time this morning, 

and Madam Secretary-General for your presence, and wishing the 

workshop participants a fruitful discussion.  

          Vinaka vakalevu, I thank you 

_____________ 


