TEMPLATE FOR SUBMISSION OF TEXTUAL PROPOSALS DURING THE 30TH SESSION: COUNCIL - PART II
Please fill out one form for each textual proposal which your delegation(s) wish(es) to amend, add or delete and send to council@isa.org.jm. 

1. Name(s) of Delegation(s) making the proposal: 
Germany
2. Please indicate the relevant provision to which the textual proposal refers. 
Draft regulation 93bis
Text including tracked-changes as from original draft (ISBA/30/C/CRP.1); changes highlighted in green indicate Germany’s proposals
3. Kindly provide the proposed amendments to the regulation or standard or guideline in the text box below, using the “track changes” function in Microsoft Word. Please only reproduce the parts of the text that are being amended or deleted.
[bookmark: _Toc157149974][bookmark: _Toc158968326]State and Stakeholder Consultation by an Applicant or Contractor
1. 	Consultation with States and Stakeholders shall be inclusive and transparent [and], be conducted in a timely manner [and in accordance with Regulation 93 ter]. 
[1 bis Where these Regulations require consultation with States and Stakeholders by an applicant, or a Contractor, consultation shall be conducted in accordance with this Regulation, applicable Standards, and taking into consideration Guidelines.]
1 bis Where these Regulations require consultation with States and Stakeholders by an applicant, or a Contractor, consultation shall be conducted in accordance with this Regulation, applicable Standards, and taking into consideration Guidelines.
2. The applicant or Contractor shall provide the Secretary General with a list of [potentially directly affected] Stakeholders [and States within scope of Regulation 93 ter]. 
2. Alt The applicant or Contractor shall identify a list of Stakeholders and States, including States within the scope of Regulation 93 ter.
3. At least 2 weeks before the consultation begins, the Secretary General shall correspond directly with all States and [potentially directly affected] Stakeholders advising that that the consultation will occur and shall publish such advice at the Authority’s website. 
4. The Applicant or ContractorSecretary General shall determine the consultation period for each consultation, which shall begin on the date of the publication of a notice of consultation and may not be less than [90] Days.:
a) [45]/[60] Days for a consultation relating to a scoping report prepared pursuant to Regulation 47 bis; and
b) [60]/[90] Days for all other consultations.
5. The Secretary General shall prepare a notice of consultation.  The notice of consultation shall invite Member States and Observers States and Stakeholders to make submissions to the consultation, describe the matters on which submissions are sought, include the documentation that is the subject of consultation and other relevant information, and specify the final date for submissions. The applicant or Contractor shall provide the Secretary General with all information and documentation required to prepare a notice of consultation. 
6. 	The Secretary General shall publish the notice of consultation onat the Authority’s website. and send written notice of consultation to States and [potentially directly affected] Stakeholders.   
7. 	During the consultation period, the applicant or Contractor shall [endeavour to] conduct engagement with States and [potentially directly affected] Stakeholders [public engagement,] and in accordance with [Regulation 93 ter] applicable Standards, and taking into [consideration] Guidelines.  The Secretary General may, [in consultation with the relevant applicant or Contractor,] direct the applicant or Contractor to conduct such meetings, workshops and engagement [or facilitate such meetings, workshops and other forms of engagement].
[7. bis. The applicant or Contractor shall organize at least one public meeting during the consultation period to allow stakeholders to ask questions and express their concerns directly.] 
8. The Secretary General shall receive all submissions

Regulation 93 bis bis 
Stakeholder Consultation by the Authority 
The Authority shall conduct Stakeholder consultations and facilitate public access to information and participation in the Authority's decision-making under these regulations in accordance with the Authority's policy and procedures on public consultation and participation and any applicable Standards and taking into account Guidelines.


4. Please indicate the rationale for the proposal. [150-word limit]
Germany welcomes deletion of the words “potentially directly affected” stakeholders throughout DR 93bis. It is critical that stakeholder consultations are open to a broad range of stakeholders and not be unnecessarily restrictive.
Germany suggests the title for DR 93bis should be “State and Stakeholder Consultation by an Applicant or Contractor”. This is to clarify that 93bis ONLY deals with stakeholder consultations that the applicant or contractor needs to undertake and not with consultations which the ISA needs to undertake. For the same reasons, we prefer keeping paragraph 1.bis which helpfully clarifies that this regulation only applies to consultations by an applicant or contractor. We note that a new regulation 93bis.bis has been proposed in the Compilation document. We request insertion of this brief, new regulation 93 bis bis.
We believe that DR 93bis still conflates the roles of the Contractor and the Secretary-General. We have offered detailed reasons for that in 2024 and will therefore not repeat them now. We believe the only role the Secretary-General should play is to share a note of the stakeholder consultation with all states and observers and to maintain a public record of the consultation and submissions on its website. All other tasks should be undertaken by the Contractor. We therefore suggest the following changes:
We suggest deleting paragraph 2 and instead inserting para 2.ALT: “The applicant or Contractor shall identify a list of Stakeholders and States, including States within the scope of Regulation 93 ter.” 
We suggest deleting paragraph 3.
In paragraph 4, we suggest replacing the word “Secretary General” with “Applicant or Contractor”. Also in paragraph 4, we support a consultation period of 90days.
In paragraph 5, we suggest replacing the words “States and Stakeholders” with “Member States and Observers”. The reason is that the Secretariat is not the right organ to correspond with all local stakeholders within a sponsoring State. Instead, the Secretary-General may support a stakeholder consultation by an Applicant or Contractor by notifying all Member States and Observers of such consultation. Also in paragraph 5, we suggest deleting the last sentence, which is then obsolete.
In paragraph 6, we suggest deleting all text after the word “website” so the paragraph simply requires the Secretary-General to publish the consultation notice on the ISA website.
Lastly, we suggest deleting paragraph 8. 


