TEMPLATE FOR SUBMISSION OF TEXTUAL PROPOSALS DURING THE 30TH SESSION: COUNCIL - PART II
Please fill out one form for each textual proposal which your delegation(s) wish(es) to amend, add or delete and send to council@isa.org.jm. 

1. Name(s) of Delegation(s) making the proposal: 
Germany
2. Please indicate the relevant provision to which the textual proposal refers. 
Draft regulation 59
Text including tracked-changes as from original draft (ISBA/30/C/CRP.1); changes highlighted in green indicate Germany’s proposals
3. Kindly provide the proposed amendments to the regulation or standard or guideline in the text box below, using the “track changes” function in Microsoft Word. Please only reproduce the parts of the text that are being amended or deleted.
1. A Contractor shall develop a Closure Plan for the Mining Area, in accordance with Regulation 7(3) and 93 bis, Annex VIII to these Regulations, and [consistent with] other Environmental Plans of the Contractor, the Environmental goals and objectives of the Authority as contained in Regulation 44ter, as well as Standards and the applicable Regional Environment Management Plan, and taking into consideration the relevant Guidelines.
1.bis The objectives of a Closure Plan are to ensure that:
(a) The marine environment is effectively protected from environmental harm The Contractor has the obligation to ensure the effective protection of the Marine Environment and human health and safety from the harmful effects of activities in the Area;
(b) The marine environment, human health and safety are ensured during Closure [or any temporary suspension] of Exploitation activities;
[(c) the Marine Environment will have a clear and healthy status following the end of Exploitation;] The Mining Area and surrounding environment is returned in an environmentally healthy condition resembling its pre-mining condition following the end of Exploitation.
[(f) The Mining Area is returned, where [the Contractor in consultation with the Commission determines it to be technically feasible, to a condition resembling its pre-mining condition through active Restoration. Where active Restoration is determined to not be feasible, the Mining Area is rehabilitated, to the extent it is technically feasible to facilitate passive Restoration.]    
2bis (b) During the development of the Closure Plan, shall engage with [potentially directly affected] Stakeholders, and in accordance with Regulation 93 ter, Standards, and taking into consideration the Guidelines, consult Stakeholders in the Closure Plan, design, review, and implementation.
3. A Contractor shall maintain and update its Closure Plan [on the basis of analysis of data and results obtained from implementation of the environmental monitoring and] in accordance with these Regulations, Good Industry Practice, Best Environmental Practices, [Best Available Techniques, Best Available Scientific Information] and the applicable Standards and taking into consideration the Guidelines.
[4.] In the five years preceding the planned end of the period of Exploitation , or any other period, the Closure Plan shall be updated [annually] and, if necessary,  be updated and be finalized in accordance with Regulation 60(1). Details on the procedures of review of the Closure Plan, including conditions requiring updates thereof, shall be further elaborated in the applicable Standards and taking into consideration the Guidelines.

4. Please indicate the rationale for the proposal. [150-word limit]
Overall, Germany welcomes the revised version of Paragraph 59.
We support reference to the Regional Environmental Management Plan in paragraph 1. 
In Paragraph 1, we suggest including a cross-reference to DR 44ter on strategic environmental goals and objectives which should be lifted from the Suspense Document (as previously stated). We believe it is important to have overarching objectives that are identical for all Closure Plans for each resource type, not least to have a common standard against which the Legal and Technical Commission can assess the adequacy of a Closure Plan. Of course, each Closure Plan can also have unique site-specific characteristics that collectively give effect to the overarching objectives. 
To streamline the provision, we suggest merging sub-paragraphs (1 bis)(a) and (b). 
We also see an overlap between sub-paragraphs 1 bis (c) and (f), and suggest merging them under 1 bis (c). 
In para 2bis b, we prefer the deletion of “potentially directly affected” and extend this engagement to stakeholders in general.
In paragraph 3, we strongly support the text in the brackets, which requires a Contractor to continuously improve its environmental management. That will also offer valuable insights to the Authority, given that we are trying to regulate an activity for which the environmental and human rights effects are poorly understood. 
Paragraph (4), we suggest deleting ‘or any other period’ and ‘if necessary’ as a clear time limit is already being set.

	
