TEMPLATE FOR SUBMISSION OF TEXTUAL PROPOSALS DURING THE 30TH SESSION: COUNCIL - PART II
Please fill out one form for each textual proposal which your delegation(s) wish(es) to amend, add or delete and send to council@isa.org.jm. 

1. Name(s) of Delegation(s) making the proposal: 
Germany
2. Please indicate the relevant provision to which the textual proposal refers. 
Draft regulation 12
Text including tracked-changes as from original draft (ISBA/30/C/CRP.1); changes highlighted in green indicate Germany’s proposals
3. Kindly provide the proposed amendments to the regulation or standard or guideline in the text box below, using the “track changes” function in Microsoft Word. Please only reproduce the parts of the text that are being amended or deleted.
1.	Subject to Regulation 10 concerning preference and priority among applicants, the Commission shall examine applications in the order in which they are received by the Secretary-General and shall assess applications in accordance with this Regulation and against the criteria contained in Regulation 13, in order to make a report and submit appropriate recommendations to the Council whether the Plan of Work under application should be approved, or disapproved, pursuant to Regulation 15.
1. bis Subject to paragraph 1 ter. and to Regulation 11(4), tThe Commission shall commence the consideration of an application at its next meeting after its receipt of the application [within 30 Days of its receipt of the application] [provided that the notifications and information pursuant to Regulation 11(1)-(2 ter) have been circulated at least [30] [90] Days prior to the commencement of that meeting of the Commission.] [The Commission may extend consideration of the application to its next meeting if necessary.]  
[1. ter The Commission may defer consideration of an application to a subsequent meeting  if the complexity of the application so requires.]  
2.	The Commission shall consider applications expeditiously
[2. Alt. [The Commission] and shall endeavour to submit its reports and recommendations to the Council no later than [120]/270 Days from whichever date occurs later out of: 
	(a) The close of the date of the completion of the review of the application, Environmental Plans and all other accompanying documents under Regulation 11[comment period, in accordance with Regulation 11(1)(a)];
	(b) The date of submission of the amendments to the proposed Plan of Work under Regulation 14.]of a revised plan, in accordance with Regulation 11(2 bis); or
	(c) The date the Commission receives additional information or amendments to the Plan of Work requested by the Commission under Regulation 14.
[2. bis. Alt. The Commission may delay its reports and recommendations under Regulation 12(2) by a further 90 Days, if additional information or consultations with experts are necessary.]
2. ter. The Council may, at the request of the Commission, further extend the timeline referred to in Regulation 2. bis. alt. 
…
4. (b) [Any concern raised by a [relevant] adjacent coastal State [likely to be affected] with respect to the application];
(b) bis Any advice or reports in respect of the Environmental Plans sought by the Commission  from recognized experts in the field of the protection of the marine environment listed by the CounciAny advice or reports sought by the Commission  from competent independent experts  in respect of the application;
(b) Any  further  relevant  information  about  the  applicant  or  in  respect  of  the application sought by the Commission or the Secretary-General or supplied by the Sponsoring State(s), Members of the Authority, international organizations, adjacent coastal States, and other States or stakeholders prior to, and during the period of, the Commission’s evaluation.
(b) bis.  Reports  from  the  Finance  Committee  upon  matters  within  its competence, including:
[(i)  assessment  of  the  economic  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  activities proposed in the application;
(ii) advice as to securing optimum revenue for the Authority;
(iii) the administrative budget required to manage a contract if awarded, and the proposed annual reporting fee to be levied pursuant to regulation 84;]
(iv) any recommendation regarding the amount or format of the environmental performance guarantee; and
(v) advice as to whether the applicant would be subsidized so as to be given an artificial competitive advantage with respect to land-based miners.
4. Please indicate the rationale for the proposal. [150-word limit]

In para 1, we propose retaining the words “submit appropriate recommendations”, as this is the wording used in Art. 165(2)(b) of UNCLOS. 
We would like to align ourselves to the view that objects to the imposition of strict timelines for the LTC. While we support an efficient procedure, we need to be mindful that the LTC is a group of volunteer experts that only meets a few times a year. We also would like to underscore the view that the LTC should not decide on the approval or disapproval of a plan of work by using the silence procedure.
Consequently, in para 1.bis, we propose deleting the text within 30 days of its receipt of the application. This is unnecessarily too limiting, particularly since 1 bis opens by saying the Commission shall commence review at its next meeting. Alternatively, we are open to the following: “… the Commission shall commence the consideration of an application at its next meeting after its receipt of the application or each fourth month, whichever is sooner, provided that …”. This is in line with Art 6 of Annex III of UNCLOS. We also support retaining the last sentence in para 1.
We support the deletion of para 1.ter and para 2. We support retaining para 2. Alt, with some edits, including to retain 270 days, as well as edits to sub-paras (a) and (b)
And in paragraph 4, we are concerned to see that key provisions seem to have disappeared without a clear reason as to why. We kindly request to reinstate the respective subparagraphs of paragraph 4, relating to “further relevant information about the applicant” (listed as subpara (b) in the Compilation document) and “reports from the Finance Committee” (listed as paragraph (b)bis in the Compilation document).


	
