Prepared by Singapore
Rev. 1, 16 July 2025
[bookmark: _Toc157149764][bookmark: _Toc158968124]Part II of the 30th ISA Council Meeting
Friends of the President Proposal on Protection of Submarine Cables and Pipelines

Regulation 31
[bookmark: _Toc157149765][bookmark: _Toc158968125]Reasonable regard for other activities and infrastructure in the Marine EnvironmentAccommodation of activities in the Area and in the marine environment
[bookmark: _Hlk125933225]1.	Contractors shall, consistent with any applicable Standards and taking into consideration the Guidelines, carry out [Exploration and] exploitation [activities] under an Exploitation Contract with reasonable regard for other activities and infrastructure in the Marine Environment, in accordance with Articles 87 and 147 of the Convention.n, [the Plan of Work] and the approved Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan, [Regional Environmental Management Plan] and Closure Plan [and any applicable international rules and standards established by competent international organizations].
2. A Contractor shall exercise due diligence in identifying current and planned uses or activities in the Marine Environment transiting, overlapping, or proximate to the Contract Area through publicly available data and resources and any other reasonable means, including but not limited to marine scientific research, fishing, navigation, activities related to environmental protection measures and area-based management tools established or under consideration by competent international organizations. Where the relevant other activities involve competent international, regional, or sectoral bodies, the Authority shall, in conjunction with member States, cooperate with such bodies and, where possible, coordinate activities in the Marine Environment.
[3. Alt. The contractor, shall enter into consultations with relevant Stakeholders under Regulation 93 bis, including with respect to activities related to the laying of submarine cables and pipelines, with a view to reaching agreements on practical measures for a reasonable accommodation of those activities.] 
1. bis Each Contractor shall exercise due diligence to ensure that it does not cause damage to known submarine cables or pipelines or interfere with other activities in the Contract Area or surrounding Marine Environment.  In particular, the Contractor shall:	Comment by Beatrice CHEN (MTI): We note the request for references to Test Mining to be included. However, as it is a cross-cutting issue, and discussions on Test Mining are ongoing, we suggest to revisit this at a later time.
(a) Comply with the measures it agreed with the operators undertaking other [activities in the Contract Area and of submarine cables and pipelines] to reduce the risk of damage to any in-service cables and pipelines; 
(a) bis Identify current and planned uses or activities in the Marine Environment transiting, overlapping, or proximate to the Contract Area through publicly available data and resources and any other reasonable means, including but not limited to marine scientific research, submarine cables or pipelines, fishing, navigation, activities related to marine genetic resources, and environmental protection measures and area-based management tools established or proposed by competent international organizations;
(a) ter Coordinate directly with the responsible organisations for, or operators of, these activities in the Marine Environment in order to reduce the risk of interference and damage to any structure or the Marine Environment; and
(b) Ensure that any activities it conducts will not interfere with the route of a planned submarine cable or pipeline, recognized sea lanes essential to international navigation, or areas of intense fishing activity.
2. 	To further the due and reasonable regard obligations in Articles 87 and 147 of the Convention, the [Secretary-General], in conjunction with member States, shall facilitate early-stage coordination between the Contractors and the proponents of the other known activities in the marine environment, including through the identification of other marine users in the relevant Regional Environmental Management Plan, which shall be periodically updated. Where the relevant other activities involve competent international, regional, or sectoral bodies, the Authority shall, in conjunction with member States, cooperate with such bodies to coordinate activities in the Marine Environment.


Regulation 31 bis
Reducing risks of damage to submarine cables and pipelines
	The Contractor shall take reasonable measures to reduce the risks of damage to submarine cables or pipelines, including as appropriate, through:
(a) Coordinating with the [responsible organisations] [relevant stakeholders] for, or operators of submarine cables or pipelines in the Marine Environment [, including through conducting consultations in line with Regulation 93 bis];
(b) Complying with the measures that the Contractor has agreed to with the operators of submarine cables or pipelines in the Contract Area to reduce the risk of damage to any in-service or planned submarine cables and pipelines;
(c) Identifying current and planned uses or activities relating to submarine cables or pipelines in the Marine Environment transiting or proximate to the Contract Area through publicly or commercially available data and resources;
(d) 
(e) Promoting information sharing and coordination of Exploitation activities; and
(f) Other measures in accordance with the applicable Standards, and taking into consideration the Guidelines.
 
[Alt. Regulation 31 bis	Comment by Beatrice CHEN (MTI): Proposal by Mexico. We have retained it here, as a number of delegations reserved their positions on this.
Submarine cables and pipelines
The Contractor shall take reasonable measures to reduce the risk of breaking or injury of submarine cables or pipelines, including, as appropriate, by complying with any practical arrangements resulting from the consultations provided for in Regulation 31, as well as other measures in accordance with the applicable Standards and taking into consideration the Guidelines. 
The Sponsoring State [, as well as the contractor,] shall have due regard to submarine cables or pipelines already in position, including the possibility of their repair. To this end, the Sponsoring State and the Contractor shall engage in consultations with [potentially most affected States], in accordance with Regulation 93 ter, with a view to avoiding any infringement of the right of those States to lay submarine cables and pipelines and/or achieving acceptable solutions regarding measures to prevent the breaking or injury of submarine cables or pipelines. 


