Thank you, Mr. President,

Allow us to formally congratulate you for your election as President of the 31st Session of the Assembly, and to assure you of our full support in the work ahead of us this week.
Romania would like to thank and congratulate the Secretary General for her work and dedication, together with the professional team of the Secretariat, and as well as the Legal and Technical Commission and the Council for their valuable input. 
We consider the current moment to be of particular significance. As the Authority advances its work towards the development of the Mining Code, while the international community places increasing emphasis on the protection of the marine environment, biodiversity, and the sustainable use of ocean resources, Romania believes it is important to re-engage actively in these discussions. 
We are convinced that the decisions taken at this stage will have lasting implications for the governance of the Area and its resources, and therefore require the broad participation and constructive engagement of all Member States.
The ocean is central to life on our planet. It regulates our climate, sustains biodiversity, and supports livelihoods across the globe. Yet, it is increasingly under pressure, from climate change, sea level rise, and environmental degradation, to the emergence of new industrial ambitions in its most remote and fragile areas. 
Romania reaffirms that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea remains the cornerstone of ocean governance. Within this framework, the deep seabed, “the Area”, is designated as the common heritage of humankind. This principle carries with it a clear responsibility: to ensure that any activities undertaken are managed in a manner that is equitable, sustainable, and based on sound scientific knowledge. 
This year marks an important milestone, with the entry into force of the Agreement on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction. Romania was among the first states to ratify the BBNJ Agreement, reflecting our strong commitment to protecting marine biodiversity and strengthening global ocean governance. 
In September 2025, Romania signed the Moratorium on deep-sea mining, that requires a precautionary pause before such activities, to allow time to gather more scientific information on the marine ecosystem and to ensure that operations would cause no environmental damage.
The case for a precautionary pause on deep-sea mining is grounded in both science and responsibility. Deep-sea ecosystems are among the least understood on Earth. They are highly fragile, often characterized by slow growth and limited resilience. 
Scientific evidence suggests that disturbances caused by mining could lead to irreversible biodiversity loss, disrupt essential ecological processes, and undermine the ocean’s capacity to regulate the climate. At the same time, significant uncertainties remain. The long-term environmental impacts of deep-sea mining are not yet fully understood. 
In such a context, proceeding without sufficient knowledge would be difficult to reconcile with the precautionary principle, a principle that Romania strongly supports and promotes. 
Supporting a pause is therefore not about rejecting innovation or development. It is about ensuring that any future decisions are informed, responsible and aligned with our broader commitments under international law and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
Romania is party to a wide range of environmental agreements and remains firmly committed to multilateral cooperation in addressing global challenges. In this context, our support for a precautionary pause is consistent, credible, and necessary. 
As a State Party to UNCLOS, Romania is directly preoccupied of maintaining a coherent and legally-based governance for the oceans. We must avoid scenarios where unilateral actions undermine collectively agreed principles, including the fundamental notion of the common heritage of humankind. 
At the same time, we recognize that deep-sea mining raises complex questions: economic, environmental and geopolitical. This makes it all the more important that decisions are taken carefully, inclusively, and on the basis of robust evidence. 
Our presence and dialogue reflects a shared commitment to ensuring that the future of our oceans is shaped by knowledge, responsibility, and cooperation. 
Romania is a coastal state, with maritime history and opening to the Black Sea. 
The Black Sea is a unique natural laboratory where the impacts of global climate change are felt far more intensely than in most of the world’s oceans. Due to its very limited connection with the Mediterranean Sea, it lacks the large-scale ocean circulation that helps regulate temperature, distribute oxygen, and disperse pollutants. 
As a result, global environmental changes are amplified, accelerating the degradation of an already fragile ecosystem. Rising water temperatures reduce the sea’s ability to retain oxygen and weaken the natural mixing between surface and deep waters. 
Although Romania borders a semi-enclosed sea, it recognizes that the health of the Black Sea is inseparable from the health of the global ocean.
Moreover, taking an active role in global ocean governance is not only an environmental responsibility. It is also an expression of international solidarity with Small Island States, which are on the front line of the climate crisis. 
Sea level rise and increasingly frequent extreme weather events threaten the very existence of many island nations. By supporting strong international regulations and the sustainable management of marine resources, Romania reaffirms its commitment as a responsible global partner, recognizing that protecting vulnerable communities, regardless of distance, is essential for global stability, security, and our shared future.
As we re-engage in the work of the Authority, Romania does so with a clear sense of responsibility and a genuine commitment to dialogue. We stand ready to work with all Member States to ensure that the decisions we will take are guided by science, respect for international law, and the precautionary approach, while preserving the integrity of the ocean and upholding the common heritage of humankind for present and future generations. 

Thank you, Mr. President.
