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Republic of Mozambique

Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished representatives of Member States of the Authority 

Dear participants, 

As Mozambique takes the floor for the first time during this Assembly, allow me to congratulate you, Mr. President, and the members of your bureau on your election, and convey our full cooperation and support in this forum. 
We also want to commend the Secretary-General, on the job well done by producing a report, which provides a clear and comprehensive overview of the work of the Authority. 

Mozambique aligns with the statement delivered on behalf of the African Group, and wish to add few remarks in our national capacity.

Taking the advantage of our location in the West Indian Ocean, including downstream of 9 shared watercourses in the southern African region and a large coastline in the Mozambique Channel (an important route for commercial navigation and a hot spot of biodiversity), cooperation and multilateralist have been existential elements to our country. 
A recent emblematic regional cooperation effort is the inauguration of the Monitoring, Control and Surveillance Center for Fisheries in Southern African, hosted by Mozambique, a platform that is founded on the key role of data and information sharing, as well as aligned governance approaches to combat illegal fishing in our shared waters.
This trajectory compels us to be patient in deepening consensus on deep seabed mining, as a way of honoring the provisions of UNCLOS and collectively commit to produce, in the end, an instrument that is solid, environmentally just and socially robust for its exploitation.
Indeed, a joint management of the shared resources has proven to require time, a deep understanding of the resource both scientifically and culturally, and a clear leadership to ensure strong stewardship for a sustainable use of the ocean, its protection and preservation for the present and future generation. 
For this purpose, in various ocean governance forums across the globe, countries and friends of the ocean have consistently, raised the alarm on the existing challenges threatening the ocean health and the livelihood of our communities. On the same vein, there are calls for more scientific data and cooperation to tacky growing concerns on the possible negative impact of deep seabed mining on the marine environment and its living resource.
On this, we would like to highlight a landmark dialogue, in the context of regional cooperation under the 3rd growing blue forum last June in Mozambique, which recognizes the need for more collaboration between marine research institutions to consolidate date and address gaps in the understanding of marine ecosystems and the deep sea for the effective management of the area, including capacity building also for the effective implementation of the BBNJ agreement.
Mr. President, 

We believe that it’s only fair that we listen to the amounting voices saying that the world is not ready yet for deep-sea mining, is not ready to risk losing the ocean we have for the prospect of benefits that we might have ahead. 
In closing, as we reaffirm our commitment in upholding our obligations under UNCLOS, Mozambique joins its voice in calling for a precautionary pause or moratorium on deep seabed mining, in light of scientific uncertainty, governance gaps, and potential environmental and socio-economic risks. This should not be seen as against development but rather a mechanism towards decisions on deep seabed mining that will be based on science, equity, and the long-term interests of humankind as a whole. 
The ocean is our culture, our identity and our future; history will not forgive us if we do not act with utmost diligence for its preservation, and “leaving no one behind” in the process.
I thank you for your attention.
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