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Mr President
Secretary General
Honourable Ministers
Excellencies
Distinguished delegates, Observers and dear Colleagues,
Allow me to congratulate the newly elected bureau for this Session. I assure you of my States’ full support. I would like to thank the Government of Jamaica for their hospitality and for hosting us.
We align ourselves with the statements delivered by Kenya on behalf of the African group and consequently would like to make the following remarks in our national capacity.
Mr. President
The Kingdom of Lesotho notes with appreciation the Secretary-General’s report and recognizes the critical importance of the sustainable management and stewardship of the deep seabed resources for the benefit of humankind as a whole.
The framework established under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) provides a comprehensive system to balance the interests of all states, promoting equitable access to resources, scientific cooperation, and the protection of the marine environment.
In this context Lesotho underscores the importance of; Environmental protection, gender equality in ocean science, inclusion participation irrespective of geographical position, as well as capacity building and technological transfer.

Mr President
As part of the report of the Secretary-General ISBA/31/A/2, one of the mandate of the Authority is to ensure equitable sharing of benefits derived from the conduct of activities in the Area, one important stream in that regard is capacity building. 
We applaud ISA, as through the support of the International Seabed Authority Partnership Fund, Lesotho became one of the 26 beneficiaries of the February African Deep Sea Diplomacy programme designed to strengthen capacity in ocean, legal, environment and marine affairs. We welcome initiatives that strengthen the capacity of developing countries in deep-sea research and technology transfer. 
We applaud that the UNCLOS regime has improved the legal situation of landlocked states in ocean affairs. In Part XI of the Convention deals with the regime of the Areas beyond the national jurisdiction, rights of developing landlocked countries are explicit. They have the right to participate in deep-seas mineral exploration and marine scientific research as well as to equitable share in the financial and economic benefits from the deep-sea minerals. Nonetheless, It would be remise of me however not to reiterate the plight the developing landlocked states face as Malawi has expressed.
As I conclude Mr. President allow me to highlight that, Lesotho remains committed to the work of ISA and reaffirms its commitment to international cooperation in the sustainable management of the area.
I thank you.

