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KIRIBATI STATEMENT 
ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY
THIRTY FIRST SESSION, 27-31 JULY 2026

Mr. President, 
Excellencies, 
Madam Secretary General, 
Distinguished delegates,

Mr. President
At the outset, I wish to convey warm greetings and blessings from our President, the Government, and the people of Kiribati.
Kam na bane n mauri
It is indeed a great honour for my delegation to represent Kiribati and to address this esteemed Assembly.
Like other delegations, Mr. President, I extend my sincere congratulations to you and the other bureau members as you assume this important role in leading our deliberations. Please be assured of our delegation’s full support and cooperation.
We also wish to acknowledge the participation of His Excellency the President of Palau, Vice President of Naoero as well as Honourable Ministers from our Pacific region and from various countries.
I would also like to thank the Government of Jamaica for its gracious hospitality and continued support to the important mandate of the International Seabed Authority.

Mr. President, 
Kiribati aligns itself with the Pacific Joint statement delivered by the Kingdom of Tonga and wish to add the following in my national capacity. 
My delegation expresses its sincere appreciation to the Secretary‑General and the Secretariat for the comprehensive report and for highlighting the important work carried out during the reporting period.
As a large ocean state, Kiribati is deeply conscious of the ocean’s central role in sustaining our livelihoods, shaping our culture, safeguarding our environment and securing the future of generations to come. Our tuna fisheries are central to our national economy, making the protection of the marine environment and the sustainable management of ocean resources a national priority. Activities in the Area must therefore be conducted in accordance with the Convention and the 1994 Agreement, ensuring the effective protection and preservation of the marine environment. 
Mr. President,
Kiribati welcomes the progress made in strengthening the Authority's institutional readiness and advancing negotiations on the draft exploitation regulations. We reiterate the importance of finalizing a clear, robust and enforceable regulatory framework, grounded in the Convention and the 1994 Agreement, before the commencement of any exploitation activities in the Area. Such a framework is essential to provide legal certainty, ensure effective environmental protection, and support the equitable management of the common heritage of humankind.
We also welcome progress on regional environmental management plans, environmental threshold values and the assessment of cumulative impacts, as well as continued work on financial and benefit-sharing arrangements, including the possible functionalities of the Common Heritage Fund. Transparent, science-based and equitable approaches remain fundamental to ensuring that the benefits of activities in the Area are shared fairly, particularly with small island developing States.
Kiribati further welcomes the continued work of the Legal and Technical Commission on contractor performance and enhanced engagement with sponsoring States. Continued cooperation, transparency and information-sharing are essential to promoting compliance and accountability.
Mr President
Kiribati welcomes the implementation of the Authority's capacity development strategy. We have benefited from the Contractors' Training Programme and appreciate initiatives that strengthen the participation and technical capacity of developing States and Pacific SIDS. 
We also welcome the Pacific SIDS Initiative on Deep Seabed Sustainable Blue Growth under the ISA Partnership Fund, together with continued efforts to promote marine scientific research, technology transfer, data-sharing and the participation of women in ocean science and governance.
As a Party to the BBNJ Agreement, Kiribati welcomes the Authority's continued engagement with relevant international processes. We support greater cooperation and coherence among international institutions while fully respecting their respective mandates under international law.
Mr. President,
Kiribati remains committed to the effective, transparent and science-based governance of the resources of the Area. We look forward to continuing our constructive engagement in the work of the Authority to ensure the protection of the marine environment and the responsible management of the common heritage of humankind for the benefit of present and future generations.
Allow me to conclude with our traditional Kiribati blessing:
Te Mauri, Te Raoi ao Te Tabomoa — Good Health, Peace and Prosperity.
I thank you, Mr. President.
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