

[image: A black and white sign with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Detailed programme the commemoration of the International Seabed Authority’s 30th Anniversary
	21-25 July 2025
Assembly

	Wednesday 23 July 2025
10:00-13:30
	Venue: Jamaica Conference Centre (JCC)
Item 11: Commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of the International Seabed Authority
	Choreography

	
	10:00-10:05
(5 minutes)
	Official opening of the commemoration with remarks from the President of the Assembly, providing an overview for 30th Anniversary, including historical reflections and shaping the architecture for the future.
	Seating from left to right: Legal Council, Deputy SG, MSG, President, Secretary

	
	10:05-10:08
(3 minutes)
	President of the Assembly introduces Senator The Honorable Kamina J. Smith, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Jamaica and invites remarks on behalf of the Host Country
	

	
	10:08-10:13
 (5 minutes)
	Host Country Remarks, Senator The Honorable Kamina J. Smith, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Jamaica


	Remarks will be made from the floor at the delegate’s seat


	
	10:13-10:15
(2 minutes)
	Assembly President thanks speaker, and introduces the President of the Republic of Palau, Mr. Surangel Whipps 


	Remarks will be made from the floor at the delegate’s seat


	
	10:15-10:25
(10 minutes)
	Remarks by H.E. President of the Republic of Palau, Surangel Whipps Jr.

	8 minutes for remarks, with 2 minute buffer

	
	10:25-10:27
(2 minutes)
	Assembly President thanks speaker, and introduces Ms. Leticia Carvalho, International Seabed Authority Madam Secretary-General
	

	
	10:23-10:28
(5 minutes)
	Welcome remarks from Ms. Leticia Carvalho, International Seabed Authority Madam Secretary-General
	Thembani comes up to speaking stand at the end of her remarks.

	
	10:28-10:30
(2 minutes)
	Ms. Leticia Carvalho, International Seabed Authority invites Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Thembani Khumalo, International Seabed Authority, to the speaking stand.
	Madam Secretary-General gives a special nod to incorporating youth in the Assembly meetings.



	
	10:30-10:34
(4 minutes)
	Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Thembani Khumalo, International Seabed Authority thanks Madam Secretary-General for remarks, and provides an overview of the rest of the programme for the day, and introduces the cultural performance.
	

	
	10:34-10:49
(12 minute performance)
(3 minute buffer)
	Cultural performance by TruTone to celebrate the International Seabed Authority’s 30th Anniversary


	Band is in the upper balcony, and the TruTone dancers will wait outside the plenary room to come in. TruTone will leave the plenary room following the conclusion of the performance.

	
	10:49-10:51
(2 minutes)
	Master of Ceremonies thanks TruTone for the  performance and introduces written message from the esteemed UN Secretary-General H.E. Mr. António Guterre, read by Mr. Nandrique Hibbert, valedictorian of St. George's school, Kingston. 
	Mr. Nandrique Hibbert is invited to the speaking stand.

	
	10:51-10:54
(3 minutes)
	Message by H.E. Mr. António Guterres, United Nations Secretary General is read by Mr. Nandrique Hibbert
	

	
	10:54- 11:04
(10 minutes)
	Master of Ceremonies returns to the speaking stand and announces:
· Video Message from Ms. Elinor Hammarskjöld, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and United Nations Legal Counsel
· Video Message from Judge Tomas Heidar, President of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS)
	
These will be video 1 
and 2. 

	
	11:04-11:09
(5 minutes)
	Master of Ceremonies announces that delegates will hear next from an esteemed group and invites the  former Presidents of the Assembly to the stage for the Historic Reflections and Architecture for Shaping the Future panel and introduces moderator, Dr. Philomène Verlaan.

	Note on Seating Arrangement:
Presidents of the Assembly will sit in chronological order based on the year they presided as President. Dr. Philomène Verlaan will sit in the middle.

Furthest left: H.E. Mr. Olav Myklebust (2005), Mr. Sainivalati S. Navoti (2006), Dr. Philomène Verlaan  (moderator),  Mr. Vladimir Polenov (2013), Mr. Eugénio João Muianga (2017) 
 
Current President of the Assembly, Madam Secretary-General, Secretary of the Assembly, Legal Counsel and Deputy SG leave podium on the left-hand side. 

President of Assembly,  Madam SG and Secretary seat in designated seats close to podium. 

Deputy SG and Legal Council sit at the ISA Secretariat designated seating and stay there.

 

	
	11:09-11:54
(45minutes)


3 minute reflections/ video messages from each of the 7 speakers/messages 
(~21 minutes)



2 follow up questions for each of 4 panelists- 2 minutes for each of 2 follow ups

(~16 minutes)
	[bookmark: _Hlk204088507]Historic Reflections and Architecture for Shaping the Future Panel

Dr. Verlaan will open the session by providing her own reflections on the moment that inspired her to become a public servant in relation to ocean governance and how this experience relates to the work that is being forged ahead through the ISA. 

President of Assemblies will provide personal reflections drawn from their tenure and outline opportunities or needs to advance the important mandate of the ISA. 

A historical timeline of ISA’s inception, major milestones, and induction years of each of the Presidents of the Assembly will be reflected on the background screens.
 

In-person interventions and virtual statements:

· H.E. Mr. Olav Myklebust, (Norway) President of the Assembly, 2005 and President of the Council, 2018 and 2024
· Mr. Sainivalati S. Navoti, (Fij) President of the Assembly, 2006
· Mr. Vladimir Polenov, (Russian Federation) President of the Assembly, 2013
· Ambassador Helmut Tuerk, (Austria) President of the Assembly, 2015 (read by Master of Ceremonies)
· Mr. Eugénio João Muianga, (Mozambique) President of the Assembly, 2017

· Ambassador Tommy Koh, Ambassador-at-Large for Singapore, former President of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and international law professor (Video Message)

· Ambassador Peter Thomson, (Fiji) UN Secretary-General’s Ocean Envoy, President of the Assembly for the 2011 session and the President of the Council for the 2015 (Video Message)
	Each panelist will begin with a 3-minute reflection, followed by a 2-minute follow-up question. Afterward, each panelist will share their forward-thinking vision in 2 minutes.


Seating: as stated above, chronological order starting at far left

When finished, they turn around and go back to their seats, same way they came up- including the moderator (in order)


*We want the moderator to be seated in the middle depending on who comes we need to adjust* 




*For all choreographies, we need to see how and who changes on the name plates at the podium – check with Asenaca*

	
	11:54:11:59 09-12:14
(5 minutes)
This transition time will allow for new panelists to come up on stage.
	Master of Ceremonies introduces moderator and speakers of the  Deep Sea Dialogue Discussions hosted on 20 July. Moderator, Ms. Minna Epps, calls panelists to stage.


	Note on Seating Arrangement: 

Panelists come up to the podium from their respective seats in the Observers Gallery, the Presidents of the Assembly sit on the right side of the plenary room near IISD/ENB

Name Plates will have to be changed.

From left: Diva, Pradeep, Mina and Rashid.

After they go back to their seats in the Observers Gally  when finished.



	
	12:00-12:40

Report Back from 20th 
(40 minutes)







Each panelist reports back for 5 minutes (15 min)

Interactive Discussion 


	Synthesis and Reflections from Deep Sea Dialogues

Discussion topic: A key opportunities and gaps synthesis from the “Deep Sea Dialogues” that took place on Sunday 20 July, focusing on scientific, economic and legal discussions, followed by an interactive session led by the Session Moderator. Panelists will provide their reflections and analysis from the discussions, synthesizing 4-5 key messages.

Moderator: 
· Ms. Minna Epps, Director of International Union for Conservation of Nature Ocean Team

Panelists:
· Report from the Scientific Panel, Diva Amon (UC Santa Barbara)
· Report from the Legal Panel, Mr. Pradeep Singh (Oceano Azul Foundation)
· Report from the Economics Panel (Rashid Sumaila (University of British Columbia)
	

	
	12:40-12:45
(5 minutes)
	Master of Ceremonies thanks the panelists and invites Current President of the Assembly, Madam Secretary-General, Secretary of the Assembly to come back to the podium
	Current President of the Assembly, Madam Secretary-General, Secretary of the Assembly, come back to the podium from left side.

	
	12:45-12:50
(5 minutes)
	President of Assembly closes the session, gives special thanks to the Master of Ceremonies, and directs participants for a lunch break.
	Note that transitions may be less than 5 minutes so av team needs to follow very closely for ques to play .

	
	13:00-15:00
(120 minutes)
	Lunch


	

	15:00-18:00
	15:00-15:05
(5 minutes)
	President of the Assembly opens the afternoon meeting with the 30th Anniversary Film.
	President of the Assembly invites ISA staff to stream video

	
	15:05-15:50
(45 minutes)

Remarks by the 4 Sponsoring Countries
	President of the Assembly will request Member States putting forward the Proposal to Adopt the International Deep Seabed Day to give remarks.

Proposal for a day of observance

High-level country representatives from Fiji, Jamaica, Malta, and Singapore will request the floor to present the Draft Decision….  an International Deep Seabed Day to promote awareness raising for the importance of the deep seabed, its ecosystems and resources, and its common heritage principle, in support of the substantive work of the International Seabed Authority. Representatives will reflect on the roles of the countries in the ISA family and how the Day will support the implementation of Part XI and ambition for SDG 14 and SDG 10.
	Member states, Fiji Jamaica Malta Singapore to give their comments from the floor at their designated seats. 




	
	15:50-15:55
(5 minutes)

(leave some space)
	President of the Assembly remarks and will invite the Assembly to consider the Draft Decision on Day of Observance…. 

	

	
	16:00-17:30
(90 minutes)
	High Level Reflections
President of the Assembly opens the floor for high-level reflections and celebratory remarks following the pending adoption of the International Deep Seabed Day.

Ambassadors/delegates (Regional Groups) will have an opportunity provide high-level reflections/support from the day
	

	
	17:30-17:40
(10 minutes)
	President of the Assembly asks member states to adopt the draft decision

President of the Assembly shares the 30th Anniversary Testimonial Film
	President of the Assembly invites ISA staff to stream video

	
	17:40-17:45
(5 minutes)
	President of the Assembly  congratulates the ISA Secretariat on the 30th Anniversary Testimonial Film and invites remarks from H.E. Leticia Carvalho, Madam Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority. 


	

	
	17:45- 17:55
(10 minutes)
	Remarks by H.E. Leticia Carvalho, Madam Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority. 

MSG will reflect on the successes of ISA 30th session, outcomes from UNOC3, and what priorities needs to be taken forward following the 30th Session.

In her remarks, Her Excellency will briefly recognize the excellent scientific work from the S.H.E mentees and their country delegations, and notable mentions will be made about other initiatives supported by the International Seabed Authority including 1,000 Reasons Campaign, Deep Sea Biobank, Decade Call to Action. She will also comment on the Deep Sea Dialogues.
	

	
	17:55-18:00
(5 minutes)

(leave space)

	President of the Assembly officially closes the afternoon session and invites Assembly delegates to join the 30th Anniversary Reception
	

	
	18:00-19:50
(120 minutes)
	Reception

Assembly delegates will move to the Jamaica Conference Centre Garden for bitings and cocktails
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