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Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS)


“Chair, distinguished delegates, representatives of Member States, and colleagues,

Thank you for the opportunity to address this Assembly on behalf of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). It is an honour to speak to you today as CMS joins this Assembly as a new observer. 

Migratory marine megafauna,  such as whales, dolphins, sharks, seabirds and turtles are listed on CMS.  Between these species they utilize all parts of the water column including the deep sea.  

CMS Parties have instructed the CMS Secretariat to engage with the ISA processes because they acknowledge, and I quote, the  “need to better understand the impacts of deep-seabed mineral exploitation activities on migratory species, their prey and the ecosystems on which they depend, in order to help achieve and maintain their favourable conservation status;”

With this in mind, CMS welcomes the Secretary-General's annual report as well as the Report on the Implementation of the ISA Action Plan in Support of the UN Decade of Ocean Science. We particularly appreciate the emphasis on strengthening the science‑policy interface, advancing scientific research, and fostering international partnerships. 

At CMS COP14 in 2024, the 133 Parties to CMS adopted Resolution 14.6  Deep-Seabed Mineral Exploitation Activities and Migratory Species. 

Through this Resolution CMS Parties expressed concern regarding the potential impacts of deep-seabed activities on migratory species and underscored the need for a precautionary approach, noting that significant knowledge gaps remain. 

In particular, the resolution (and again I quote) “Urges Parties not to engage in, or support, deep-seabed mineral exploitation activities until sufficient and robust scientific information has been obtained to ensure that deep seabed mineral exploitation activities do not cause harmful effects to migratory species, their prey and their ecosystems;”

Furthermore, Mr Chair, a report developed at the request of COP14, entitled Impacts of Deep‑sea Mining on Migratory Species: A Review and Knowledge Gaps further illustrates these concerns, identifying limited understanding of pelagic impacts, acoustic disturbance, ecosystem connectivity and potential cumulative effects. This report is available on the CMS website.   

In addition, at CMS COP15 in March this year, Parties adopted relevant Decisions, including: 

Decision 15.50 which requests the CMS Scientific Council to, … “collaborate with the ISA to share expertise, and contribute to the development of EIA guidance being developed by the ISA, to ensure it considers the impacts of deep-seabed mineral exploitation activities on migratory species, their prey and their ecosystems.”  

Dec 15.51 asks the CMS Secretariat to “...collaborate with the ISA…to raise awareness of the relevance of migratory species in relevant discussions on deep-seabed mineral exploitation activities and to promote collaboration and data exchange”;  

CMS therefore stands ready to engage closely with the ISA, its Secretariat, Member States and observers, and trusts that by sharing expertise and knowledge, the needs of migratory species, their prey and their ecosystems can be appropriately considered. 

Thank you Chair.

