Mr President,

I thank Madam Secretary-General for her comprehensive annual report and for the work carried out by the Secretariat over the past year.
May I also, in reiterating congratulations to you on your election as President of the thirty-first session of the Assembly, extend these congratulations to the elected Vice-Presidents. 

I also reiterate Brazil’s sincere appreciation to the Government and people of Jamaica for hosting the International Seabed Authority since its establishment.

Mr President,

Brazil reaffirms its steadfast support for the International Seabed Authority.

We note with satisfaction that the Authority has been seeking to respond to the challenges before it through the institutional and legal avenues provided by the Convention. In this regard, Brazil sees with interest the inclusion in the agenda of this session of the item concerning a request for an advisory opinion from the Seabed Disputes Chamber of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, pursuant to article 191 of the Convention. Recourse to the advisory jurisdiction of the Chamber is a legitimate and appropriate means of obtaining authoritative legal guidance and of upholding the integrity of the regime established by Part XI.

We equally welcome the item proposed by Vanuatu on ensuring adequate scientific understanding to support informed decision-making. Sound science must remain the foundation of the work of the Authority. The deep seabed is among the least known environments on our planet. This should not be a peripheral concern for this Assembly. Under article 143 of the Convention, the Authority shall promote and encourage the conduct of marine scientific research in the Area and shall coordinate and disseminate the results of such research; and States Parties are called upon to ensure that research programmes are developed through the Authority for the benefit of developing States. Advancing and sharing scientific knowledge of the Area is therefore not merely desirable: it is a function entrusted to this Authorit by the Convention, and a precondition for any responsible decision on activities in the Area.

Mr President,

Brazil remains fully committed to the work of the Authority on the draft regulations on exploitation of mineral resources in the Area. We acknowledge the important progress achieved by the Council in recent sessions. At the same time, we must underscore that beyond the regulatory text, the Authority must advance on institutional matters that are integral to the regime of Part XI: the operationalization of the Economic Planning Commission and the establishment of an effective mechanism for the equitable sharing

of financial and other economic benefits derived from activities in the Area are examples. We note that these matters have been addressed in recent sessions — which is a welcome development. Much work, however, remains to be done, and Brazil encourages the Authority to continue to give this matter the careful consideration it warrants.

Robust rules and the institutional arrangements envisaged in the Convention serve a single purpose. They are what allow the common heritage of humankind to be administered as the Convention intends: so that the benefits it yields are shared equitably among all, including future generations, and so that, above all, that heritage is not harmed in the process. The duty to ensure effective protection of the marine environment from harmful effects arising from activities in the Area, set out in article 145 of the Convention, is a cardinal obligation of the regime.

Mr President,

Brazil will continue to engage constructively in all items on our agenda, including the periodic review of the international regime of the Area pursuant to article 154 of the Convention — a valuable opportunity to take stock of how the institutions of Part XI are functioning and where they must be strengthened.

Let me close as I began. Brazil reaffirms its steadfast support for this Authority, for the international law of the sea, and for international law more broadly. These have been challenging times for multilateralism. Against that backdrop, the Authority stands as an example of multilateral cooperation.

UNCLOS is the universal framework on which our work rests. As its preamble recalls, the Convention was negotiated in the awareness that the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and must be considered as a whole — and it therefore sets out the comprehensive legal framework within which all activities in the oceans and seas are to be carried out. Its parts do not stand apart from one another. Preserving the integrity of the Convention and its contribution to the maintenance of peace, justice and progress for all is an obligation we share.

I thank you.
