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Mr President, Madam Secretary-General, distinguished delegates and observers.
I deliver this statement on behalf of the delegations of Australia, Canada, and New Zealand.  
We thank the Secretary-General and hardworking secretariat of the International Seabed Authority for providing us once again with a helpful annual report. 
We thank the Government of Jamaica for its hospitality and continued support of the Authority. 
For more than three decades now, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea has continued to provide the comprehensive legal framework that governs maritime activity.
The Convention is a key pillar of international law and the multilateral system and at the heart of our shared security and prosperity. It protects and empowers us, it preserves a balance of rights and responsibilities, and adherence to it is critical for the continued conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources. It is the cornerstone of ocean governance and establishes the foundation for a peaceful, stable and prosperous maritime domain.
As coastal States with significant marine areas, we are acutely aware of the interconnected challenges facing our ocean, including climate change, pollution, and biodiversity loss. These threats are the cumulative effects of unsustainable human activities. We understand the ocean is fundamental to our collective future and are deeply committed to its effective protection and the sustainable use of its resources.
These shared challenges underline our collective need to maintain and strengthen the multilateral framework for ocean governance. Maintaining the integrity of the Convention is more important than ever, and we remain wholly committed to working constructively with all States to strengthen multilateral cooperation in the maritime domain and to improving overall ocean governance. 
To this end, we reaffirm our steadfast support for the Convention.  We are also steadfastly committed to supporting the institutions established by the Convention, of which the International Seabed Authority is one. 
As Members of the Authority, we reaffirm our support for the Authority’s essential and exclusive mandate to regulate deep seabed mining in areas beyond national jurisdiction.  
We will continue to uphold the principles, rights, duties, and obligations of the Convention, including Part XI of the Convention and the 1994 Implementation Agreement.
Ocean protection requires regulation.
As Members of the Authority, we will continue to negotiate in good faith to ensure the timely finalization of a robust regulatory framework that ensures the effective protection of the marine environment, as required by the Convention. It is more important than ever that Member States uphold our commitments under the Convention and conclude this regulatory framework, as swiftly as possible. 
Our countries stand ready to support the ISA to fulfil its essential mandate in support of ocean governance. As the ISA evolves to take on a regulatory role, it will be more important than ever that the Authority and all its organs, fulfill their mandate while demonstrating the highest levels of good governance, transparency, fiscal responsibility, and institutional capacity.
In conclusion, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand are firmly committed to protecting and upholding international law, and to the full and effective implementation of the Convention. 
We must work together to preserve, protect and sustainably manage our global ocean. We must act collectively to address the serious threats to the ocean through effective multilateral governance under the framework of the Convention. We have all had a say in shaping the Convention’s rules and norms, and we must uphold them for the sake of our ocean and our future.

Thank you. 
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