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English only

Preamble [President’s Text]

[L..]

_This is a proposal for several new paragraphs for the preamble that, among other things,
capture the elements of intergenerational equity and the rights of Indigenous Peoples and of, as appropriate,
local communities. The first proposed paragraph is drawn from the preamble of the BBNJ Agreement.

Same goes for the last two proposed paragraphs (as well as the alt to the last paragraph). The UCH IWG had
differing views on the paragraphs referring to rights, so those paragraphs are in brackets. There might also be
a need to refashion the current version of the preamble to read in the manner above, or vice versa.

Part 1
Introduction
Regulation 2 /rwG vy

Principles, approaches and policies

[L..]

4. Alt. The following principles and approaches shall guide the application of these
Regulations:

[L..]
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Regulation 13 /w6 vj
Assessment of applications

[L..]

4. The Commission shall determine if the proposed Plan of Work foreseeably
contributes to realizing the benefits for humankind as a whole and eemphies—is
consistent with the fundamental policies and principles contained in Regulation 2,
and;

Pl—&ns—er—seeufﬂ-[—&}t—#Demonstrates that the Plan of Work and the accompanying

plans and information will ensure fer the effective Protection of the Marine
Environment in accordance with the Convention and the rRules, regulations and

p_rocedures of the Authorlty fa{es—Eeg&L&Heﬂs—aﬁd—pfeeedb&es—adep’éed—by—the

feguﬁﬁeﬂ—&s—weH—as taking into account the obJectlves and measures under the
applicable Regional Environmental Management Plan, [and taking into account the
cumulative effects of all Rrelevant Aactivities, and climate change]. [For this purpose,
the Commission shall determine whether the Plan of Work and accompanying plans
and information demonstrate that:

[...]
(E) Degradation, or risk of degradation to - special biological, scientific,
archaeological, . historical _ significance;

[...]

5. For the purposes of determining effective Pprotection of the Marine
Environment under Regulation 13 (4)(c)fe)and—H, the Commission must take into
account:

[...]
(a) Traditional knowledge or cultural interests relevant to the area under
application;

[...]

5 bis The Commission shall determine whether the draft plan of work and the accompanying
plans and information demonstrate that the proposed activities
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Regulation 13 Alt.

Assessment of applicants and application

—

]

6. The Commission shall determine whether the application meets the following

L.]

(c) The application provides for benefits for humankind, reasonable regard for
other activities, effective Protection of the Marine Environment, and
, in accordance with paragraphs 7 to 10 of this regulation.

—

]

9. In considering whether an application provides for effective Protection of the
Marine Environment, the Commission shall determine:

[..]

(a) Whether the Plan of Work ensure effective Protection of the Marine Environment, in
accordance with all applicable environmental requirements in the Convention,
Agreement, and the rules, regulations and procedures of the Authority, taking into
account:

L.]

vii
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Regulation 15 /w6 vj

Commission’s recommendation for the approval or disapproval of a
Plan of Work

[L..]

2. The Commission shall not recommend approval of a proposed Plan of Work if:

[...]
(b) part or all of the area covered by the proposed Plan of Work is included in:

[.]

[(v) any other area [designated][identified] for preservation for reasons of special

biological, scientific, archaeological, historic, cultural, aesthetic or wilderness
significance;]
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Part 111

Rights and Obligations of Contractors

—

-]
Section 2

Matters relating to production

Regulation 28 /presidents Text]

Maintaining Commercial Production

[L..]

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 above, the Contractor shall immediately [reduce or
suspend production whenever such reduction or suspension is required to protect the
Marine Environment [frem—SertousHarm—era—threat-of SeriousHarm] or to protect

human health and safety «o—peotosthotoarine snleo e e Do e e

5

LA
Contractor shall notify the Secretary-General and the Sponsoring State or States of
such a reduction or suspension of production as soon as is practicable and no later
than [72] 244 hours after production is reduced or suspended.

[L..]

Section 5

Incidents and notifiable events

[L..]
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Part IV

Protection and Preservation of the Marine Environment

Section 1

Obligations relating to the Marine Environment

Regulation 44 /1wG Envy

General Obligations

1. The Authority, Sponsoring States, the Enterprise, Contractors, flag [port States]
[and the States of registry of or having authority over installations, structures, robots,
and other devices] [where they are members of the Authority] shall take necessary
measures to ensure effective Protection of the Marine Environment from harmful
effects which may arise [directly or indirectly] from Exploitation in the Area, in
accordance with Regulations as well as applicable Standards and taking into
consideration Guidelines referred to in Regulation 45 and the relevant Regional
Environmental Management Plan and to this end shall, as applicable in their
respective areas of competence:

[L..]

[(c) Apply scientific-based approach and integrate Best Available Scientific
Information and Iwhere available, relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous
Peoples and local communities in decision-making;

[Regulation 44 ter

Environmental Goals and Objectives

[L..]

7. The Authority’s strategic Environmental Objectives are to:
[...]
(1) Prevent degradation_ to special biological,

scientific, archaeological, or historical significance of the Area or the Marine
Environment; and

[L..]
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Section 2

The Environmental Impact Assessment Process

Regulation 46 7-alt: jpreviousty 47 4it.][IWG ENV]
Environmental Impact Assessment Process
3. The Environmental Impact Assessment [Process] shall:

[L..]

ibi bis Be based on the best available [seience—and] scientific information Afdy
relevant

traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities;

(c) Include an Environmental Risk Assessment [and—a—survey—of-theseabedto

identify Underwater Cultural Heritage;] that takes into consideration the region as a
whole taking into account the objectives and measures of the relevant [and-apphieable]

Regional Environmental Management Plan;

4. The Environmental Impact Assessment [process] must follow certain procedural
steps and entail the following elements:

[L..]

(b) A stage for assessment of Environmental Impacts [in accordance with
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Regulation 47 bis-alt: 1we Envy

Environmental Impact Assessment

1. The applicant or Contractor shall, in accordance with the Standards, and taking
into consideration aceeunt—the Guidelines, undertake an impact assessment, [as
described in Regulatlon 46 (4)] based on the Terms of Reference [agfeed] in the

includes assessing:

2. [In] Hundertaking the impact assessment, the applicant or Contractor shall
complete:

[L..]

(b) Identification of measures envisaged to [monitor,] mitigate and manage
[prevent—mintmizeeentrol;] Environmental Effects and risks to as low as reasonably
practicable, while within acceptable levels in accordance with environmental
Standards, including through the development and preparation of an Environmental
Management and Monitoring Plan

i

Regulation 47 bis ter-alt: /1w Env)
Scoping Report
[...]

3. In undertaking the Environmental Impact Assessment scoping process, the
applicant or Contractor, shall:

[L..]

(e) Use the best available science and scientific information and, where available,
relevant traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local communities.
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Regulation 48 bis Alt /iwG Envy

New Environmental Impact Assessment and Revised Environmental
Impact Statement [Revision for change or new or increased effect or

risk]

1. [If a Contractor becomes aware that any of the circumstances listed in paragraph 2
below have not been addressed by either an Environmental Impact Assessment or an
environmental management and monitoring plan, it shall promptly notify the
Secretary-General in writing, including:

[...]

(c) details of any Environmental Impact Assessment conducted or to be
conducted, or proposed modification to the Environmental Management and
Monitoring Plan

[...]

3. The Secretary-General shall transmit the information received from the Contractor
under paragraph 1 above to the Commission. The Commission shall assess the
information and determine whether the Contractor shall:

[L..]
(b bis) prepare a revised Underwater Cultural Heritage Management Plan

4. Where required by the Commission, the Contractor shall submit a revised
Environmental Impact Statement or revised Environmental Management and
Monitoring Plan to the
Commission for review.
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[Regulation 50 (previously Regulation 46 ter) [IWG ENV]
Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan

1. Each applicant or Contractor shall prepare an Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan in
accordance with this Regulation and Annex VII.

2. The purpose of an Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan is to manage and confirm that
observed [Environmental Impacts and] Environmental Effects

are consistent with predicted Environmental Effects from the
Environmental Impact Assessment and does not breach any of the rules, regulations and procedures of the
Authority, including the applicable Standards on environmental objectives, [the quantitative environmental
thresholds], and [the Standards on] [requirements] for the Exploitation activities. The plan shall address any
issues that arise under the Environmental Impact Statement and will set out commitments and procedures on
how to monitor, mitigate and manage the [Environmental Impacts and] Environmental Effects and risks of
Exploitation, including on pollution control and Mining Discharge in
Regulations 53 bis and 53 ter.

3. The Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan shall include all elements and matters prescribed
by the Authority in Annex VII to these Regulations and shall:
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(a) Incorporate [environmental objectives, including] site-specific environmental objectives and
environmental performance standards, which are designed to achieve the environmental policy and objectives
of the Authority and [are compatible with] applicable Standards;

(b) Incorporate measurement criteria, in accordance with the applicable Standard and reflect its methodology
to determine whether the environmental objectives are being met and that the operation is compliant with
rules, regulations and procedures of the Authority;

(c) Incorporate any recommendations made by the Commission, and approved by the Council, in its
consideration of the Environmental Impact Statement, including measures and procedures on;

(i) How the [Environmental Impacts and] Environmental Effects of Exploitation_
gffects’on Underwater Cultural Heritages] will be monitored, in accordance with the applicable Standards;

(i1) How the Mitigation measures, including pollution control and Mining Discharge in Regulations 53 bis
and 53 ter, will be implemented;

(iii) How the effectiveness of such measures will be monitored [and evaluated] _

(iii) How Preservation Reference Zones and Impact Reference Zones, designated in accordance with Annex
X bis, will be utilised and implemented;

(iv) What the management actions and responses will be to the monitoring results and new knowledge,

(v) What management and reporting systems will be adopted and followed_
Underwater Cultural Heritage]: and

(vi) How continual improvement will be promoted, including by testing assumptions and predictions made in
the Environmental Impact Statement, improving environmental knowledge, and reducing residual
uncertainties remaining from the Environmental Impact Assessment process

3. bis The Contractor shall conduct monitoring for the entire duration of the Exploitation activities and
comply with any post-closure monitoring requirement according to Regulations 59-61 and the applicable
Standard.

[3. bis Alt. The applicant or Contractor shall [endeavour to] engage with [potentially directly affected]
Stakeholders and in accordance with [Regulation 93 ter,] Standards, and taking into consideration Guidelines,
during the development of the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan.]

[4. The Contractor shall allocate sufficient resources and assign [clear] roles, responsibilities [and
management reporting] to implementation of, and compliance with its Environmental Monitoring and
Management Plan commensurate with the relevant risks and impacts [of the Exploitation activity]].

Regulation 51 [IWG ENV]
Compliance with the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan

A Contractor shall, in accordance with these Regulations, implement and adhere to its Environmental
Management and Monitoring Plan and shall:

(a) Monitor continuously in accordance with the applicable Standard, on Environmental Monitoring and on
the Environmental Effects of its activities on the Marine Environment, including a comparison between
baseline data and monitoring data, as well as a comparison between baseline data and threshold values, to
document the actual effects on the Marine Environment and manage all such effects as an integral part of its
Exploitation activities as set out in the applicable Standards and taking into consideration Guidelines referred
to in Regulation 45;

(b) Report annually in writing, to the Secretary-General on the implementation and results of the
Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan in accordance with Regulation 38, subparagraph 2(g). The
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Contractor shall submit to the Secretary General environmental data and information in the required
standardized format, in real time or at [monthly intervals]/[annually], consistent with best scientific practices,
and in accordance with the applicable Standards, and taking into account the applicable Guidelines. The
Secretary General shall release the environmental data and information publicly in accordance with
Regulation 92bis. The Secretary-General shall transmit annual reports to the Commission for its
consideration pursuant to Article 165 of the Convention and publish them pursuant to Regulation 38(3);

(c) Provide information on the implementation and compliance of the Environmental Management and
Monitoring Plan in its annual report in accordance with Regulations 38, subparagraph 2(g), for evaluation by
the Commission;

(d) Implement all applicable Mitigation and management measures to ensure the effective Protection of the
Marine Environment from harmful effects

, as set out in the [plan and] [applicable]
Standards and taking into account [applicable] Guidelines; and

(e) Monitor compliance with, assess, and maintain the currency and adequacy of [its] Environmental
Management and Monitoring Plan and its Environmental Management System during the term of its
Exploitation Contract, including as a result of management review [or audit] under Regulation 50 bis, [or
any] performance assessment under Regulation 52, and with modification to the Plan of Work under
Regulation 57.

Regulation 52 [IWG ENV]
Performance assessments of the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan

1. A Contractor shall conduct performance assessments of [its] Environmental Management and Monitoring
Plan, [in accordance with this Regulation]. The Commission shall review the performance assessments of the
Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan in accordance with the applicable Standard and taking
account of the Guidelines. In conducting such a performance assessment of the Environmental Management
and Monitoring Plan, the Contractor shall assess:

(a) The compliance of the Exploitation activities with the Mitigation and management measures included in
the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan, as a part of the approved Plan of Work;

(b) The continued appropriateness and adequacy of the plan, including the management conditions and
actions attaching thereto;

(c) The conformity of the plan with measures included in the applicable Regional Environmental
Management Plan [including any revisions or updates to the Regional Environmental Management Plan that
may be adopted from time to time,];

(d) The accuracy of the findings of the Environmental Impact Assessment as set out in the Environmental
Impact Statement;

(e) That any relevant changes in knowledge, technology, mining patterns, monitoring techniques -
detection capabilities; [that were not taken into account
in developing or previously updating the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan which are
relevant,] are reflected [according to Good Industry Practice, Best Available Techniques and Best
Environmental Practices];

(f) The [ability of the Environmental Management System effectively to implement the Environmental
Management and Monitoring Plan, including the] outcomes of management reviews [and audits] of the
Environmental Management System are conducted under Regulation 50 bis (2);

(g) The efficacy, timeliness, relevance and accuracy of flow of] information and data derived from
monitoring the Exploitation and its impacts on the Marine Environment, and Impact Area, [including the
Mining Areal];
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(g) bis The implementation report of the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan, as well as the
comments and evaluation from the Commission in accordance with Regulation 48 above; and

(g) ter Any finding of the Inspectors, especially those findings that indicate the non-compliance of the
Contractors towards the submitted and approved Environmental Monitoring and Management Plan, as well as
the recommendations on measures to be taken as shown in the inspection result.

2. The frequency of a performance assessment shall be in accordance with the period specified in the
approved Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan and shall occur at least every 24 months.

2 bis An [additional] ad hoc performance assessment [under this Regulation] may [also] be requested by the
[Compliance Committee] following:

(a) An Incident [or Notifiable Event];
(b) Receipt of an unsatisfactory annual report;
(c) Issuance of a compliance notice; or

(d) When deemed necessary by the [Committee following investigation into third-party information
submitted to the [Authority].

3. A Contractor shall hire a competent and Independent Auditor to [carry out the performance assessment
required for the purpose of this Regulation and shall submit the findings in a] report to the Secretary-General
in accordance with, and in the format set out in, the applicable Standards and taking into consideration
Guidelines.

4. [The Contractor shall conduct a consultation regarding the Performance Assessment Report with all
States and Stakeholders in accordance with Regulation 93bis.]. The Commission shall review the
performance assessment report and any stakeholder comments received [within 60 Days of receipt of such
report and comments]. The [Commission] shall, where necessary and appropriate, consult external
competent, independent experts in its review of the performance assessment.

5. Where the Commission upon review of the report and any submission received in relation to it [under
Regulation 93 bis], considers the performance assessment to be unsatisfactory or the report submitted to be
inadequate, to the applicable Standards [and Guidelines], the Commission may require, after providing the
Contractor with a reasonable opportunity to address any inadequacies, the Contractor to:

(a) Submit any relevant supporting documentation or information requested by the Commission including a
revised report; or

(b) Appoint, at the cost of the Contractor, an independent competent person to conduct the whole or part of
the performance assessment and to compile a report for submission to the Secretary-General and review by
the Commission.

6. Where the Commission has reasonable grounds to believe that a performance assessment cannot be
undertaken satisfactorily by a Contractor consistent with the applicable Standards, [the Commission may,] at
the cost of the Contractor, [procure] competent, [independent experts] to conduct the performance assessment
and to compile the report.

7. Where, as a result of paragraphs 5 and 6 above, a revised assessment and report is produced, paragraph 4
above shall apply to the revised assessment.

8. Where, as the result of a review by the Commission under paragraph 4 above, the Commission concludes
that a Contractor has failed to comply with the terms and conditions of its Environmental Management and

Monitoring Plan or that the plan is determined to be inadequate in any material respect, the Commission
shall:

(a) Recommend to the [Compliance Committee] to consider issuing a compliance notice under Regulation
103 or;

(b) Require the Contractor to deliver a revised Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan, taking into
account the findings and recommendations of the Commission. A revised plan shall be [treated the same way
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as a modification of a Plan of Work pursuant to Regulation 57 mutatis mutandis]. [If a revised Environmental
Management and Monitoring Plan is required, the Contractor shall conduct a consultation regarding the
revised Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan with States and Stakeholders in accordance with
Regulations 93bis.]

9. The Commission shall report annually to the Council on performance assessments [conducted pursuant to
this Regulation,] and any action taken pursuant to paragraphs 5 to 8. Such report shall include any relevant
recommendations for the Council’s consideration, [and] shall be published on the Authority’s website.

10. The Secretary-General shall inform the Sponsoring State or States of any action taken pursuant to this
Regulation.

Annex VII [IWG ENV]

Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan

[...]
2.  An Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan shall contain:

(a) A non-technical summary of the main conclusions and information provided to facilitate understanding by
members of the Authority and Stakeholders;

(a) bis Outline the guiding principles which apply to the monitoring approaches;

(b) A description of the project and the area likely to be affected by the proposed activities and by any
suspension plumes they generate

. Include detailed location maps showing proposed Impact Reference Zones and Preservation
Reference Zones as well as locations of other nearby contract areas or known seabed infrastructure, the
Preservation Reference Zones, the Impact Reference Zones and the surrounding area with reference to the
Regional Environmental Management Plan including any buffer zones to prevent damage to these areas;

(b) ter A description as to how the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan has been prepared;

(c) The project-specific environmental objectives, indicators and thresholds based on baseline environmental
data and applicable Standards;

(c) bis A description of the environmental baseline data, measured baseline values for parameters at the site,
a characterization of the area proposed to
be mined, adjacent areas that could be affected by mining, areas that will be avoided due to their
environmental value 5

(d) A description, [prepared in accordance with the applicable Standard and taking into consideration
Guidelines] of how the monitoring data will be transmitted during operations, how the data will be labelled
and monitored by qualified personnel, and how the data will be stored;

(e) The qualifications and proposed location of the personnel monitoring the [environment];

(f) A description of the procedures for providing the Authority and the Sponsoring State or States access to or
receipt of the monitoring data for the purposes of monitoring compliance with the terms of an Exploitation
Contract and collection of data.

(g) Details of or cross-references to the Contractor’s Environmental Management System documentation;
(1) implementing the measures reflected in the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan,

(i1) monitoring, recording and reporting fulfilment of the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan,
and

(iii) regularly reviewing and updating the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan to ensure that it
complies with rules, regulations, and procedures of the Authority;

(h) An assessment of the predicted Environmental Effects of the proposed activities on the Marine
Environment _, and any significant changes likely to result, consistent with
the Environmental Impact Assessment and the Environmental Impact Statement;
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(h) bis. A description of uncertainties identified from the Environmental Impact Assessment and the plan to
reduce or manage these,

(1) An assessment of the significance of the potential Environmental Effects to receptors identified in the
Environmental Impact Statement, their key uncertainties, proposed monitoring approach and objectives, and
proposed Mitigation measures and management control procedures and responses to minimize, prevent,
reduce and control the harm from Environmental Effects, consistent with the Environmental Impact
Assessment and the Environmental Impact Statement;

(j) A description of the planned monitoring programme, with reference to the applicable Standard on
Monitoring, and the overall approach, standards, protocols, methodologies, procedures and performance
assessment of the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan, including the necessary risk assessment
and techniques for managing these risks, including the use of monitoring data to validate predictive models
and reduce uncertainties, and adaptive management techniques, if appropriate, needed to achieve the desired
outcomes. Each component should be described separately in a manner consistent with sections 7-10 of
Annex IV. Monitoring methodology/results should provide a sufficient degree of confidence that conclusions
in the Environmental Impact Statement can be validated and that agreed performance standards are being met
(monitoring should have the statistical power to detect changes in environmental state). The components of
the monitoring programme should, at a minimum, include those applicable to the Contractor during its
Exploration phase to allow for comparison of monitoring data.

i

(k) Details of the proposed monitoring stations across the Contract Area, including the frequency of
monitoring and data collection, the spatial and temporal arrangements for such monitoring and the
justification for such arrangements, including how in situ validation of modelled results will be carried out.
[Where Test Mining was conducted,] proposed monitoring stations should, at a minimum, include the
monitoring stations used during [test] mining [];

(1) The location and planned monitoring and management of Preservation Reference Zones and Impact
Reference Zones designed in accordance with the criteria contained in Annex X bis, as well as other spatial
management planning tools if any;

(1) bis The location and boundaries of planned or established long-term protected areas within the
Contract Area as determined in the applicable Regional Environment Management Plan as well as of declared
PRZs of neighbouring Contract Areas, if known;

(1) ter Details of any plans outside of the Contract Area to increase scientific knowledge and other
knowledge/information in the relevant region, including in collaboration with other Contractors or via
international cooperation efforts, as well as in collaboration with Indigenous Peoples and local communities,

(m) A description, with threshold levels, of the applicable environmental performance Standards and
indicators (trigger and threshold points) to be monitored, including decision rules based on the results of the
monitoring of these indicators;

(n) A description of a system for ensuring that the plan shall adhere to [] [] Best Environmental Practices and
Best Available Scientific Information, and a description of how such practices are reflected in the proposed
Exploitation activities;

(0) Details of the quality control and management standards, and how the effectiveness of management
measures will be monitored, assessed and reviewed, including list of reporting deliverables to the Authority
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and time schedule, plans for real-time reporting of environmental data to the Authority, internal and external
auditing and reporting of environmental performance, and including the frequency of the review of the
performance of the Environmental Management and Monitoring Plan for the purposes of Regulation 51;

[(0) bis: A description of a statistically sound comparison of the monitoring results collected within the
Contractor’s IRZs and PRZs which compare the monitoring results with the baseline as well as between IRZs
and PRZs to determine and quantify impacts and recovery of impacted areas.]

(p) A description of the monitoring technology and system to be to be implemented, including the types of
data to be collected and monitored, and frequency of monitoring, in accordance with Good Industry Practice
and Best Available Techniques, reflecting the types of data and formats to be collected and monitored, the use
of remote monitoring technology and the types of data available in real time together with a description of
the procedures for providing the Authority and the Sponsoring State or States access to the monitoring
system and data for the purposes of monitoring compliance with the Environmental Management and
Monitoring Plan and collection of data;

(q) Details of [all ] training programme for all persons engaged or to be engaged in activities in the project
[or its] area;

(r) Details of [Mining] Discharges, including those defined and regulated by relevant rules and regulations
issued by the International Maritime Organization, within the project area;

(s) Details of ongoing consultation with other users of the Marine Environment;

(s) bis. Details of arrangements made or planned with other marine users, with the aim to ensure due
regard to each other’s rights and activities;

(t) Details of any practicable Restoration and Rehabilitation of the project area and the monitoring of their
success;

(u) A plan for further research and studies, [including info Underwater Cultural Herifage]:

(u) bis Detail of the process and measures to be taken in case of non — compliance with the Environmental
Monitoring and Management Plan.

(u) ter A description of the measures that will be taken to address non-compliance with the Environmental
Monitoring and Management Plan, including reporting, recording and response action protocols; (u) quat A
description of the document control system that will be used for environmental management documentation;

(v) Details of reporting requirements and timing (<2 years) including details of the methodology to be
applied to ensure that monitoring data submitted are provided in an accessible and interpretable format
consistent with best scientific practices; and

(x) An overview program (list) of all proposed activities

]
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Part VI

Closure plans

Regulation 59 /1w Envy
Closure Plan

[...]

2. [In developing] The Closure Plan [the Contractor] shall, in accordance with the
requirements of Annex VIII, set out the responsibilities and actions of a Contractor
during any temporary suspension, and also for the Decommissioning and Celosure of
activities in a Mining Area, including the post-closure management and monitoring of
remaining Environmental Effects. In fulfilling these responsibilities, the Contractor
shall, inter alia:

[...]

(c) [Identify, quantify, assess and detail the management measures for the] Efinal
environmental condition of the area, including the state of remaining [resources
reserves], the oceanographic, geological, biological, socioeconomic and

, and the risks relating to [residual remaining] Environmental Effects are
identified, quantified, assessed and managed in accordance with Best Available
Scientific Information, Best Available [Techniques Fechnologies—Best—Available
TFechnologies] and Best Environmental Practices, which includes the gathering of
information relevant to Celosure or suspension;

[...]
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Part XI

Inspection, compliance, and enforcement

Section 1

Inspections

—

]

Regulation 99 /1w icej
Inspectors’ power to issue instructions

[1. If, as a result of an inspection, an Inspector has reasonable grounds to determine
that any occurrence, practice or condition endangers or may endanger the health or
safety of any person or poses a threat of [Serious] Harm to the Marine Environment

the Inspector shall give a written instruction,
which will have immediate effect, of a temporary nature considered reasonably

necessary to remedy the situation, in accordance with any applicable Standards,
including:

[L..]
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Annex 111 bis /iwe Envy

Scoping Report

An [emvirenmental Impaet—Assessment] Scoping Report shall include the

following:

[L..]

(c) A description of what is known about the environmental setting, including
[any] hUman rémains and/or Underwater Cultural Heritagd for the project (Contract
Area and regional setting):;

[L..]

(e) A summary of existing environmental baseline studies, and, where available,
relevant traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and local communities;

[L..]

(g) A [brief] description of the socioeconomic and sociocultural aspects of the
project_lincluding sociocultural uses of the project area (e.g., traditional navigation
routes, migratory paths of culturally significant marine species, sacred sites and
waters associated with ritual or ceremonial activities of Indigenous Peoples and local

communities );I
[...]
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Annex 1V /mwe Envy

Environmental Impact Statement

Executive summary

One of the main objectives of the executive summary is to provide an overview of
the project and a summary of the content of the Environmental Impact Statement for
non-technical readers. Information provided in the executive summary should include:

[...]

(c) A description of anticipated and cumulative, risks and impacts of the activity,
as assessed by experts, (including, but not limited to, oceanographic, geological,
biological, socioeconomic and sociocultural) including the expected spatial extent and
duration of impacts and cumulative impacts in relation to the identified baselines, and
the expected recovery rates of the system to its original state;

3. Description of the proposed project

Provide details of the proposed project and the area of influence of the project or
Impact Area, including relevant diagrams and drawings. It is understood that most
projects will likely involve the recovery of Minerals from the Area, with the
concentrating process(es) occurring on land within a national jurisdiction (outside the
jurisdiction of the Authority). While this section should provide a description of the
entire project, including offshore and land-based components, the Environmental
Impact Statement should focus on those activities occurring within the Authority’s
jurisdiction (e.g., activities related to the recovery of the Minerals from the Area up to
the point of trans-shipment).

Details to be provided under this section should include the headings listed below.

3.1. Project area definition
3.1.1. Location

Include coordinates of the project area, detailed location maps (drawn to scale),
showing the relevant sites proposed as Contract Area and Mining Area and any other
features that can be usefully marked upon the map at the time of application,
including the locations of [impact Rreference Zzones and Ppreservation Rreference
Zzones as well as locations of other nearby contract arecas or known seabed
infrastructure. Provide general location of the project on a regional map.

[Provide a map (drawn to scale), and list the coordinates detailing the location of
the project area, with the proposed Contract Area, the sequence of areas planned to be
mined (Mined Areas), the Impact Reference Zones (IRZ) and Preservation Reference
Zones (PRZ) for each Mined Area, and the presumed impact zones covering the
benthic and pelagic extent of sediment plumes created by the Exploitation activities.
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Add any other features that can be usefully marked upon the map at the time of
application, including the locations of other nearby contract areas or known seabed
infrastructure. Provide general location of the project on a regional map.]

The map should indicate Areas of Particular Environmental Interest, Sites/Areas
in Need of Protection, or other sites designated for particular status under the rules,
regulations, procedures_of the Authority, applicable Standards_and taking into
consideration Guidelines, or relevant Regional Environmental Management Plans—ef
the—Autherity, [as well as arca-based designations—Fhis—may—alse—inelade—sites] of
other competent authorities, as well as information on any other known conservation
or spatial measures and other uses of the Marine Environment (e.g. submarine cables
and pipelines, long-standing scientific research sites and established fishing areas) in
the vicinity of the project area. The map shall also identify the nearest coastal States
and States that may be affected by Exploitation activities, and any adjacent [1SA]
contract sites.

This
map may be the same as the map supplied in Annex 1 Section II.

—

3.8 Environmental management measures to Mitigate impact

Provide a summary description of [the sufficiency of information on
environmental management measures and] [reasenable] measures taken to [avoid,
reduce and] Mitigate adverse impacts to the physical, chemical, geological, biological,
socioeconomic; and environment, [while developing the project].

3.15. Methodology for Assessment of potential Environmental
Impacts and Environmental Effects to the Marine Environment

For each assessment of potential Environmental Impacts and Environmental
Effects in sections 7 and 8 and socioeconomic [and sociocultural] environment in
section 9, describe the methodology used to assess impacts and Environmental Effects
from proposed operations and alternatives considered in section 3.7. in line with the
applicable regulations and Sstandards and taking into consideration aeceeunt—the

apphieable Geuidelines.

Data [and], predictive models; [and-ecomputereode] used to analyse and provide a
description of the Marine Environment shall be included in the Annexures to the

Environmental Impact Statement or, if the data [and/or]; model; [and/er—eede] has
been previously submitted to the Authority, other location where such information has
been made available online. Each description of methodology used to assess impacts
shall include:

(a) a description and justification of analyses and models used to
summarize the data; and
(b) any limitations associated with the analysis or results.
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6. Description of the existing human activities, socioeconomic and
1 environment

This section should describe the socioeconomic and _ environment
aspects and potential impacts of the project on existing human activities. This may
include consideration of the scale of effects (such as the creation of jobs and estimates
of the risk of Environmental Impacts), extent of duration of impacts in time and space,
intensity or severity of social impacts and an assessment of whether impacts are likely
to be cumulative. It is important to consider the social equity or distribution of
impacts across different populations: in other words, which groups are likely to be
affected in which ways.

—
[

6.2. Existing uses

6.2.5. bis Sociocultural values'and uses

List

[L..]

6.3. Sites of an archaeological, historical pr'¢ultural significance

List any sites of archaeological

6.4. Summary of existing socioeconomic and Sociocultural

environment
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Summarize key findings regarding the socioeconomic and _
. It is envisaged that this section will be up to a page in length, and more
extensive than the key messages.

—
[

9. Assessment of impacts on the socioeconomic and Sociocultural
environment and proposed Mitigation

Provide a detailed description and evaluation of potential impacts and
Environmental Effects of the operation to the socioeconomic and
components identified in section 6. This should include projections on the potential
impacts in national waters outside the Mining Area and should also consider the entire
lifespan of the project i.e. construction/development (pre-commissioning), operational
(including maintenance) and Decommissioning phases. A description of the benefits to
humankind may be included. Attitudes towards, and perceptions of, the proposed
project are among the variables that should be considered in determining the
significance of impacts. The potential for accidental events [and natural hazards]
should also be considered.

—
[

9.2.Impact identification
[L..]

9.2.2 Impacts on Sociocultural values and uses

—
[

9.3. Impacts on Sites of an archaeological]J6F historical oF cultural
nature
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—

]
9.5. Summary of socioeconomic and §ociocultural environment

Summarize findings on management measures, residual effects, and any potential
impacts and effects, (including to _ conditions). A table may be a useful
summary format to pull together the above elements in a simple visual mode.
Potential cumulative effects should also be included.

(-]
CYM Comment: There was support expressed for the UCH-related text referenced here.
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Schedule
Use of terms and scope

=

[L..]

“Protection” means any action or activity designed to reduce or prevent pollution, negative
environmental impacts or other damage to environment, land, ecosystems, or natural
resources, _ by human activities, including to
mitigate climate change, to reduce the risk of such damage, to protect and restore
biodiversity or to lead to more efficient use of natural resources, including energy-saving
measures and the use of renewable sources of energy and other techniques to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants, as well as to shift to circular economy models
to reduce the use of primary materials and increase efficiencies. It also covers actions that
reinforce adaptive capacity and minimise vulnerability to climate impacts.

[L..]

“Stakeholder” means a natural or juristic person or an association of persons,

with an interest of any
kind in, or who may be affected by, the proposed or existing Exploitation activities
under a Plan of Work in the Area, or who has relevant information, [knowledge] or
expertise.

[L..]
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