ISBA/18/LTC/3

International Seabed Authority

Legal and Technical
Commission

Distr.: Limited
18 April 2012
Original: English

Eighteenth session
Kingston, Jamaica
16-27 July 2012

Report on informal consultations between contractors and
the Secretariat, Kingston, 9-11 January 2012
Note by the Secretariat
1.
Regulation 31 of the Regulations on Prospecting and Exploration for
Polymetallic Nodules in the Area requires contractors with the Authority to gather
environmental baseline data and to establish environmental baselines, and to report
annually on these activities. The annual reports are reviewed each year by the Legal
and Technical Commission.
2.
In the summary report of the Chair of the Legal and Technical Commission on
the work of the Commission at its seventeenth session (ISBA/17/C/13), it was noted
that there was an urgent need for the Authority to update its data management
requirements with regard to acceptable data format(s) for submission to the
secretariat of scientific and technical data collected by contractors. Following its
consideration of the views expressed by the Commission, the Council of the
International Seabed Authority issued a decision with regard to the provision of data
and information contractors (ISBA/17/C/20), in which it called upon contractors to
provide raw data in digital format for inclusion in the database of the Authority, in
accordance with regulation 31, paragraphs 4 and 5, of the Nodules Regulations and
with regulation 34 of the Regulations on Prospecting and Exploration for
Polymetallic Sulphides. In addition, in relation to its consideration of the proposed
environmental management plan for the Clarion-Clipperton Zone, the Council
requested the Secretary-General to convene a meeting, prior to the eighteenth
session, to address, inter alia, the availability of data that could be used to assess the
plan.
3.
In order to address the requests by the Council, the Secretary-General decided
to convene an informal meeting with all current contractors. The meeting took place
from 9 to 11 January 2012 and was attended by representatives, including
environmental experts, of all current contractors with the Authority.
4.
The meeting began with a series of presentations on the current status of
environmental data that had been provided to the Authority and the status of
relevant publicly available data, and the need for standardization. Those
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presentations were followed by presentations from each contractor outlining the
current status of data that had been collected and identification of future activities.
Once all of the presentations had been completed there was a discussion in plenary
in order to create a standard template for raw data submission. In addition to the
provision of raw data, it was decided that metadata sheets should be provided. Such
sheets would summarize the raw data that was being provided with the annual
reports and would be published on the Authority’s website at the earliest opportunity
to allow all members of the Authority and the public in general to see what data was
being collected by contractors without needing to make the raw data immediately
available to the wider community should contractors wish to publish their results in
scientific journals before publicly releasing the raw data. Identification of data and
information that was being collected by contractors and stored by the Authority
identified opportunities for collaboration and allowed the Authority to fulfil its
mandate according to article 143 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, regarding the promotion and encouragement of marine scientific research,
and the dissemination of the results of such work.
5.
The meeting agreed on the format and content of templates for raw data sheets
and metadata sheets. However, it was noted that there was additional expertise
outside the meeting that the contractors relied upon and therefore it was decided to
distribute the draft templates to all participants after the meeting for further
consideration. Subsequently, the feedback obtained was incorporated into the draft
templates and the agreed finalized templates were distributed to all contractors. It is
expected that all future data will be provided using these templates.
6.
One of the requirements reinforced at the meeting was the need for taxonomic
standardization. It was decided that the best method to address that need would be
through taxonomic standardization workshops. The aim of the workshops would be
to bring together those performing the taxonomic identifications for contractors with
the leading experts in the relevant fields in order to create standardized keys to
enable all contractors to use the same nomenclature and make possible the
amalgamation of datasets from each contractor. Standardization is required in order
to, inter alia, evaluate regional biodiversity and species ranges and to provide
essential information that could be used to validate the environmental management
plan for the Clarion-Clipperton Zone. The secretariat is currently negotiating with
interested researchers with a view to organizing a series of taxonomic
standardization workshops.
7.
In light of the request by the Council, some contractors provided additional
data prior to the meeting and all contractors agreed to assess their inventories for
raw data and to provide it, together with all data collected in the future, to the
Authority in a standardized electronic format. The secretariat is in the process of
reviewing and assimilating this data and will report on it, and its potential use for
evaluating the environmental management plan for the Clarion-Clipperton Zone, in
due course.
8.
It was noted by all participants that the meeting was the first time that all of
the contractors had met with one another and the secretariat in the same room, and
that the format had allowed for open and frank discussions to the benefit of all. It
was therefore proposed that that activity be repeated on a regular basis, with the
topics for discussion to be decided on the basis of the needs of the contractors and
the Authority.
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I. Future workplan
9.

The meeting agreed that contractors should carry out the following activities:

(a) Raw data should be provided electronically with annual reports for all
future activities using the agreed raw data templates that have been provided to
contractors;
(b) Metadata identifying the type of environmental data collected during a
reporting year should be included in the annual reports. The template to be used has
been provided to contractors;
(c) Where contractors have collected data during past activities, but such
data has not been provided to the Authority, contractors are encouraged to collate
the information and provide it using the agreed raw data templates accompanied by
the relevant metadata sheets.
10. In order to provide support for the core functions of the secretariat to maintain
databases and enable sufficient protection of the marine environment from impacts
that may arise as a result of mineral-related activities in the Area, the meeting
agreed that the following work will need to be carried out:
(a) A review of the data provided by contractors as a result of the requests
prior to and during the meeting, and a review of the status of environmental
information for the Clarion-Clipperton Zone and Indian Ocean exploration should
be carried out;
(b) The environmental database will be redesigned to accommodate the new
data format and archive data will be transposed to the new database;
(c) Metadata sheets will be integrated within an online geographic
information system to enable identification of data that has been collected within the
contractor areas. This effort will also enable the Authority to fulfil its role to
promote and encourage marine scientific research and international collaboration
within the Area;
(d) Taxonomic standardization workshops will be held in order to create
consistent identifications of species by contractors so that a homogenized database
can be created to enable more efficient protection of the marine fauna of the Area;
(e) Once all the collected data have been assimilated and standardized, an
evaluation of the environmental management plan will be carried out and new
recommendations will be issued, if appropriate.
11. Certain of these activities will need to be performed by the secretariat; others
may require external consultants. It should be noted, however, that there is currently
no provision for the activities to be funded from within the current budget of the
Authority. Additional resources will be needed to implement the work programme
recommended by the meeting. Nevertheless, some of the coordination activities
recommended by the meeting overlap with activities being carried out by other
entities, including such scientific groups as the International Network for Scientific
Investigation of Deep-sea Ecosystems (INDEEP). It is therefore proposed that the
Authority continue to develop scientific collaborations with appropriate groups and
organizations in order to advance the understanding of topics relevant to the
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protection of the marine ecosystems from activities associated with mineral
activities in the Area.

II. Recommendation
12. The Legal and Technical Commission is invited to take note of the outcomes
and recommendations from the informal consultations with contractors. The
Commission is also invited to provide comments and advice on the plan of activities
proposed by the meeting, in particular as to how such activities could be funded.
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