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Mr President,
Greetings to you and to the distinguished
the International
the

IHO

-

of the Member States of

Sea bed Authority from the representatives

the

intergovernmental
represented

representatives

International
consultative

Hydrographic
organization

by their national Hydrographer.

Organization.

We have continued

and their governments

The

IHO

is

the

comprising 85 Member States, normally
The IHO was established

direct result of the support of Prince Albert I of Monaco.
Monaco.

of the Member States of

in 1921 as a

Our headquarters

to enjoy the enduring support of successive

are in
Princes

- and this is no less so now, under the current Prince Albert 11

- well known to this audience

as a very strong proponent

for the health and well-

being of the oceans and the polar regions.
The principal aim of the IHO is to ensure that the world's seas, oceans and navigable
waterways

are

uncomfortable

adequately

surveyed

and

charted.

In this

context,

it is an

fact, well known to this audience, that we have more detailed maps of

the Moon and Mars than we do of our own seas and oceans.

And nowhere is this

deficiency more significant, than in The Area - where the IHO figures indicate that by
any measure, only between 5 and 15% of the depth has been measured directly by
echo sounder.

In many areas, the measurements

are hundreds of miles apart. All of

our existing maps and charts of The Area are based primarily on extrapolation
relatively few depth measurements
poor estimates

based

that we have.

on such things

of the

The rest is made up of relatively

as satellite

gravity

measurements.

The

continuing search for missing Malaysian Airlines aircraft MH370 is an example where
our existing maps have proved to be totally inadequate.

The true depth in the search

area has now been found to be 1500 metres deeper than the depth shown on the
maps and charts and the seafloor, far from being flat and featureless
those maps, contains

significant

think that the same

would

organization

seamounts

and canyons.

not be true for much

and this Assembly has responsibility.

as shown on

There is no reason to

of The Area

for which

this

Against this background, it follows that the work of the IHO and in particular its ocean
mapping programme

embodied

in the General Bathymetric

Chart of the Ocean or

GEBCO project and its work to provide consistent and reliable charts is very much in
support of the work of the ISA.
enter in to an Agreement

It is for this reason that the IHO is very pleased to

of Cooperation

can be used as the mechanism

that recognises this - and most importantly,

to ensure that our activities are complementary

and

coordinated for the benefit of all.
So, Mr President, the IHO seeks to assist your Organization
and in particular by addressing the shortfall in mankind's
its depth, its shape and its nature.

in every way possible

knowledge

of the seafloor,

In that context, we would strongly urge the ISA,

its Member States and its Contractors

to consider ways to make at least some level

of the depth data collected as part of the exploration and environmental
arrangements,

more widely available.

assessment

This follow the growing trend in other parts of

the world's sea areas - where the policy is to measure once - and use many times.
Adopting or encouraging

such a regime in this Organization

of making fundamental

depth data more widely available would also directly support of the recently adopted
Agenda 2030 Sustainable

Development

Goal 14 - concerning

the sustainability

of

ocean activities.
In conclusion,

Mr President, the IHO looks forward to working with your organization

in a collaborative

and mutually supportive way. I will provide a short briefing at lunch

time today in the

. I will show the state of hydrographic

knowledge in

The Area and explain how we can improve the currently unacceptable
little or no additional
distinguished

delegates

cost, simply

by organising

ourselves

better.

and observers to consider attending my briefing.

situation at
invite all
My short

briefing - which will last only about 20 minutes, will show how our work is of direct
relevance to the work of the ISA.
I also stand ready throughout

this week to expand upon and discuss any aspects of

the work of the IHO and how we may assist your work in the ISA. I therefore invite
all distinguished
during this week.
Thank you, Sir.

representatives

and observers

to see me at their convenience

